
Training and Culture In Lan-
guage Immersion Program to  
locations such as Argentina and 
India.  As the spring semester 
comes to a close our seniors will 
culminate their college studies 
and ROTC experiences with 
their Commissioning Ceremony 
during which time they take 
their Oath of Office and are 
appointed as òSecond Lieuten-
antsó in the United States Army.  
I am extremely proud of all the 
Cadets accomplishments thus 
far and look forward to guiding 
them through the rest of the 
year.   

Please feel free to visit our re-
cently updated website at 
www.niagara.edu/rotc. 

Hello to all from the front desk 
of the Purple Eagle Battalion.  
My name is LTC Ivan D. Evans 
and I was assigned here in July 
2008.  Iõm really excited about 
working here for the number 
one Army ROTC Program in 
the Region.  All of our Cadets 
have been actively participating 
in seasonal events, military train-
ing and schools both on and off 
campus.  Please read the articles 

below capturing the events that 
have taken place through the 
eyes of the Cadets themselves. 
 
As springtime approaches, we 
embark on our busiest time of 
the year.  The Cadets are dili-
gently preparing for our upcom-
ing ceremonies, field training 
exercises, the annual Military Ball 
and a multitude of various sum-
mer camps.  As a result of the 
diligent efforts of our staff and 
the highly competitive qualities 
of our Cadets, the Purple Eagle 
Battalion have earned an un-
precedented number of summer 
training opportunities such as 
Airborne School, Air Assault 
School,  Cadet Troop Leader 
Training, Drill Cadet Leader 
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Human Resources 

Administration 

Just a couple of reminders: 

All ROTC scholarship Cadets are 

still required to complete the 

FAFSA online application. 

All Scholarship Cadets must file 

the FAFSA each year to be    

eligible for their Room & Board 

Benefits.  The Room & Board 

portion of their scholarship is 

considered taxable income.  You 

will not receive any              

documentation from Niagara. 

Happenings 

Spring Awards Ceremony  

April 17, 2009 

Spring JFTX 2009 - Ft. Indian-

town Gap, PA                      

April 23-26 

Military Ball 2009                

May 2, 2009 

Commissioning Ceremony    

May 16, 2009 

Advance Camp/Warrior Forge 

Fort Lewis, WA                     

June 13-August 2 
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doors throughout the entire shrine.  

As the congregation filed back into 

the Basilica, the flags were posted 

once again.  The service proceeded 

very nicely, with hymns and prayers, 

and blessings.  Upon the end of the 

ceremony, the NU ROTC Cadets 

presented the colors in the center of 

the Basilica for the playing of òGod 

Bless Americaó.  The Cadets once 

again led the recession as the rest of 

the congregation followed.  It was a 

great service, and there were         

refreshments and beverages available 

afterward.  

On 21 September 2008, Fatima Shrine 

held the annual Rosary Crusade.    

Niagara University had three Cadets 

presenting, and carrying the colors.  

Cadet Sarah Shaffer carried the  

American flag, Cadet Andrew Garry 

carried the churchõs flag, and Cadet 

Christopher Haggard led the Color 

Guard.  It began with a hymn as the 

Cadets, along with the congregation, 

processed into the Basilica.  The    

colors were posted and the ceremony 

began.  After the blessing of rosaries, 

the NU ROTC Cadets retrieved the 

colors, and led the procession out-

Color Guard Rosary Crusade 

Written by Cadet Christopher Haggard, MSI 

rifle marksmanship, squad tactics and 

patrolling   After all the exercises 

were completed the Cadets had 

worked up an appetite and  enjoyed 

their MREõs (Meals Ready to Eat) 

while preparing themselves for a 

night in the rain.  After a long    

sleepless evening they were all      

rewarded with a case of poison ivy.   

Needless to say everything went well. 

Cadet Corner 

FTX-Ransomville & Bond Lake 

In October 2008 the Cadets just com-

pleted their Fall Field Training Exercise 

(FTX) which took place at Ransomville 

and Bond Lake.  All the Cadets were 

able to practice the skills theyõve been 

taught while giving them a little taste of 

battle.  They all participated  in the 

Field Training Exercises to include:  

land navigation, night land navigation, 

paintball, hand grenade assault, basic 

Eagle Color Guard at the Peach Festival 
Written by Cadet Brian Doyle, MSII 

The Purple Eagle Color Guard     

received an abundance of cheers and 

clapping while marching in the 2008 

Peach Festival Parade.  Cadets   

Theodore Glende, Mark Giullari, 

Richard McKee, Andrew Garry and 

Brian Doyle proudly presented the 

nationõs colors while marching down 

Main Street in Lewiston.   The street 

was lined with patriotic Americans 

who shouted things such as òThank 

Youó and òGo Army guysó as the 

color guard passed.   Cadet Doyle led 

the color guard, while Cadets Glende 

and Giullari presented the American 

and NU ROTC flags, while McKee 

and Garry carried their rifles.  The 

Cadets made their instructors proud 

by maintaining military discipline and 

presenting the colors in a professional, 

respectful manner.  The parade judge 

took this into consideration and 

awarded the color guard with a $75 

prize for their performance and will-

ingness to promote the American 

spirit for the next generation. 


