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RIGHT REV. JOHN TIMON, C. M., D. D., FIRST
BISHOP OF BUFFAW

T was during the episcopate of this illustrious and saintly prel
ate that our institution had its beginning, as stated elsewhere
in this book. From the day that his religious brethren, the
Priests of the Mission, came into his diocese. at his own invitation
until the time of his death, a period of twelve years, he was consistent
and steadfast in his friendship, aiding them when in straits by
his personal contributions as well as by that influence which his
{}fficial position enabled him to secure. Although the scope of our
volume would limit us to those years in which Bishop Timon was
·connected with Niagara as co-founder with Father Lynch, C. M.,
.and its patron as an ecclesiastical seminary in his diocese, we feel
that we may rightfully enlarge our notice of this apostolic prelate
beyond the period indicated.
He was an American by birth, having been born at a place called
·Conevago, Adams County, Pa., of Irish parents, February U, 1797.
His biographers tell us that the Cavan stock from which he sprang
kept up the reputation of its county for sound faith and large
families. The future bishop was the second of ten children resulting
from the marriage of his parents, John Timon and Margaret Leddy,
who were held in high esteem by all the people of Belthurbet, their
-dwelling town in Ireland, because of their piety and Christian
.charity, and who, after they had settled in America, endeavored
above all things else to rear their children in the faith of the
Catholic Church.
In order to better his condition, the elder Timon moved with his
family to Baltimore, Md., where he established himself as a dry goods
merchant, and where he met with only indifferent success until such
time as his son John was able to take a hand in the declining bushiess.
The latter is said to have been very polite and handsome in his
nineteenth year, physically well developed, and equipped mentally
with as much of polite learning as fell to the lot of the average
young man in those primitive days. It is no wonder, then, according
to a naive remark by one of his biographers, that his father's dry
goods business began to pick up, at least in the number of customers,
if not in the bulk of goods delivered over the counter.
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An element of romance began to creep into the prosaic life of
our young knight of the yardstick just about this time, for we are
told: "He had already become an object of interest for all anxious
mothers with marriageable daughters"! The removal of the family
to Louisville, Ky., in 1818, delivered young Timon from the wily
mammas of Baltimore, although the same attractive personality
which had made him a sort of social lion in the latter place contrib
uted to make him prroninent in the blue grass region.
The restlessness of his father, however, who remained only one
year in Louisville, going with his family to St. Louis, Mo., in
1819, may have been providential for the future prelate, who already
began to feel the stirring of a divine call within him. For awhile,
indeed, young Timon devoted himself to business pursuits with such
energy and success that he was soon in the way of becoming a very
wealthy man, when financial reverses, the result of a widespread panic,_
overcame him and his father in 18~3, reducing them to the borders
of penury.
God speaks to us in adversity; indeed, His voice is heard more
clearly by the soul when misfortunes surround us than when the
noise and glitter of success wean us from His fatherly invitations. To
the financial ruin of young Timon was added just about this time
the breaking of a tender bond between himself and an estimable
young lady of St. Louis, to whom he had become engaged, but
whose failing health resulting in premature death made him see more
clearly than ever the vanity of all earthly things and the designs of
God in his regard.
Biographers of saints or other holy people are accustomed at
times to exclude from their pages any account which might savor
of weakness or indecision on the part of their heroes. Even the
ordinary reader, especially if he be a hero worshiper, prefers to
have God's inspirations begin at the cradle and end only at the
tomb. But practical experience seems to teach a different psychol
ogy, as Joly calls it, although God's providence in the special care
of his elect is found to yield in no time or place to the counter plans
of nature. The trite, but true, maxim here holds good, that man
proposes, but God disposes. In the case of our future bishop, God
would chasten him beforehand by the fiery ordeal of suffering in
those two realms wherein human energies expend themselves with
greatest emphasis: fortune and the heart.
In 18~3, at the age of twenty-six years, John Timon entered the
novitiate of the Vincentians, who had but recently established them
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selves at Saint Mary's of the Barrens, Perry County, Mo. After
two years of trial he was permitted to make the four vows of the
Community, and was then introduced to the study of philosophy and
theology. During his stay at Saint Mary's he came in contact with
men who afterwards became illustrious in the annals of the Church
in America, and whose missionary spirit had much to do with the
development of that apostolic zeal so characteristic of the first
Bishop of Buffalo. When only a subdeacon he was frequently sent
out to preach, and on one occasion he traveled through Arkansas
with Father Odin, C. M., afterwards Archbishop of New Orleans, on
a missionary tour, appearing with him in places where a Catholic
priest had not been seen for nearly forty years.
In 18~5 he was ordained priest, and from that date forward he
devoted himself with ever-increasing zeal to the sublime but arduous
labors of a missionary. His experience was, indeed, a school of
severest training, but the more fatiguing his labors became the more
his apostolic spirit urged him on to spread the light of the gospel,
not only among the white settlers of the localities which he visited,
but also among the Indians and negro slaves.
In 1835, when the American mission of the Vincentians was
erected into a province by the Superior General resident in Paris,
France, ]"ather Timon was appointed First Visitor, or Provincial.
In 1838 he visited Texas, then an independent republic, at the request
of Bishop Blanc of New Orleans, who had been instructed by Rome
to send some trustworthy person to investigate the condition of
religion in that region. In 1840 he was appointed Prefect Apostolic
of Texas, with power to administer the sacrament of Confirmation.
As he was not able to depart immediately for his new post, he made
Father Odin Vice Prefect with Father Douterange as Assistant,
instructing the former to take the most stringent measures against
two priests of disedifying habits in the newly created prefecture.
Although of mild and pleasant temperament, Father Timon took on
the austerity of the Apostle of the Gentiles when there was question
of freeing the Church from those who were a cause of scandal to the
faithful.
After spending nearly twenty-two years in the South and West,
traveling as a missionary through Texas, Kentucky, Missouri,
Arkansas, Indiana, Mississippi, and Louisiana, Father Timon was
nominated by Rome in 1847 as Bishop of the newly erected See of
Buffalo, N. Y. When the bulls were presented to him by Archbishop
Kenrick, of St. Louis, the humility of Father Timon forced him
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to refuse them. Persuasion, however, from those whose advice he
always respected, finally overcame his timidity to accept the prof
fered honors, and so it was that the newly appointed Bishop bade
adieu to the scenes of his Western missions for an Eastern field,
where he was to expend himself in apostolic labor. On the 17th of
October, 1847, he was consecrated in the Cathedral of New York
by Bishop Hughes, assisted by Bishop Walsh, of Halifax, and Bishop
McCloskey, of Albany, afterwards Cardinal. Bishop Francis Ken
rick, of Baltimore, was the preacher.
It is not our intention to give in detail the history of an episco
pacy which extended over a period of twenty years, and which may
be summarized as displaying in miniature the vicissitudes of the
Church itself. Periods of calm and storm, misunderstandings
and reconciliations, of apostolic vigor and Christ-like charity, pre
sent themselves to those who read without prejudice the first chapter
of Buffalo's history as a diocese. Yet, through all the varied aspects
presented, one point stands forth in clearest outline - the steady
progress of Buffalo from a poorly equipped See in 1847 to the
magnificent diocese of which Bishop Ryan took possession in 1868,
after his saintly confrere and predecessor had laid aside the crozier
to fall asleep in the Lord.
Two official acts which Bishop Timon performed, and which have
embalmed his memory among us as that of a most devoted bene
factor, were the issuing of two circular letters in behalf of our
institution. The first, addressed to the clergy and laity of his dio
cese, reads as follows:
" John, by the Grace of God and the Authority of the Holy See,
Bishop of Buffalo,
To the Venerable Clergy and Beloved Laity of the Diocese,
Health and Benediction!
"God in His great mercy has inspired the Rev. Fathers of the
Congregation of the Mission to establish near Niagara Falls, in a
locality of surpassing beauty, a Preparatory Seminary in which boys
will be received and instructed in the sciences which lead to eminence
in this life, and also in the science of the saints, which leads
to the highest eminence of glory in a blessed eterni~y.
"Thus, if God call them to the holy ministry, every step they will
have taken will have been in the right direction; but if God call them
to secular pursuits in the world, still they will not have lost a
moment of time, whilst they will have acquired fixed habits of virtue
to protect them in the battle of life.
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"About twenty youths are already in this institution t which
But a great and
bears the name of 'Our Lady of Angels.'
glorious work like this cannot be founded without help from the
generous and zealous. The Very Rev. Father Lynch, C. M., who
brought to high perfection an establishment of the same kind in
another diocese, has taken this in hand. He is favorably known to
many by holy missions which he has given with great fruit in this
diocese. Now he condescends to beg help for the new house of God
and nursery of holy priests which he is establishing. I recommend
him earnestly to the charity and zeal of venerable pastors t and of all
my beloved people, assured that God will bless them for their help to
so holy a work.
"Given in Buffalo t at the Cathedral, on the feast of the Most
Holy Trinity, A. D. t 1857.
JOHN, Bishop of Buffalo."
The second was issued just after the burning of the Seminary
and is a testimonial, not only of the Bishop's close adherence to
the Vincentians in their days of trial, but also of his unbounded faith
that, in spite of the most appalling reverses, our institution was
destined by God to have a flourishing existence on the banks of the
Niagara as a seat of ecclesiastical learning. The tone of hopeful
ness with which this letter was imbued was a source of renewed vigor
to the" Second Founder of Niagara H as he journeyed from place
to place in quest of funds with which to raise our prostrate Seminary
from its ashes:
"The noble Seminary of 'Our Lady of Angels,' in which
one hundred and eighty pious young men were preparing in holy
meditation and fitting studies to become worthy priests of the living
God t has lately been destroyed by fire t a saintly, heroic student per
ishing in the flames. Never t perhapst was there greater devotion
exhibited than by the students t for they wished to remain with their
beloved and honored teachers in any tenement, were it even as poor
as that in which the Incarnate Son of God was born.
" Such t or rather a better tenement, we obtained for them t but the
worthy Provincial, Rev. S. V. Ryan t C. M., on his arrival at Buffalo,
thought it better not to begin in buildings that could scarcely afford
due comfort to the loved and cherished students; hence he deter
mined to hurry on the rebuilding of the Seminary, hoping in Sep
tember to resume in their former cherished site.
"Remembering the sainted Du Bois t who resigned himself per
fectly to the will of God as he witnessed the destruction of the noble
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Seminary of Mount Saint Mary's at Emmittsburg, and who, strong
in his confidence in God's holy providence, began immediately the
work of reconstructing that seminary, which has gloriously succeeded
and given to our country some of its best bishops and priests, the
Priests of Saint Vincent de Paul are now with energy beginning to
rebuild the Seminary, to which our venerated Pontiff, pius IX.,
himself gave the sweet name of ' Our Lady of Angels.'
"We most earnestly recommend Rev. Robert E. V. Rice, C. M.,
who is sent to collect for so holy a work, to the generous charity and
holy zeal of God's friends and servants, and to the kind munificence
of all who take an interest in the good of society and in the happi
ness of their fellow creatures.
JOHN TIMON, Bishop of Buffalo."
The building to which Bishop Timon refers in this letter is
described by Father Anen in the House records which he kept
at the time as "the old house of the Oblate Fathers on Prospect
Hill." We are indebted to the reverend chronicler for the following
detailed piece of information, as we are likewise indebted to Rev.
J. V. Brennan and Rev. T. M. O'Donoughue, C. M., for previous
information from the same source, the records of our institution,
kept by them when members of the faculty. Owing to the data
entered by these confreres and by others following them, it was
comparatively easy for Father Grace, C. M., now of our faculty, to
take up the narrative in 1879 upon his arrival here and continue it
to the present.
In his entries under date of December 6, 1864, and those succeed
ing, Father Anen says: "On the morning following the burning of
the Seminary, Rt. Rev. Bishop Timon arrived at the scene of the
ruins about 10 o'clock. He assembled the students in the barn, and
after a short but touching address he recited the De Profundis for
the repose of the soul of Mr. Hopkins, who lost his life yesterday in
the fire. Mter the Bishop's departure we endeavored to fix up some
dinner, which comisted only of some bread, beef, and molasses.
There were some prospects of obtaining the Niagara House at the
Falls, where we might continue our school, but the council held on
the 7th in Father Cannon's house concluded that the boys should
be sent home. Our boys heard this decision with downcast hearts,
for they did not wish to leave us; no sacrifice seemed too difficult
for them. But the greater number were sent home that night.
"Next morning news came from the Bishop that we could get a
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house in Buffalo where we might continue our Classes; and that the
Sisters of Charity would provide for us until the old house of the
Oblate Fathers on Prospect Hill could be put into readiness. The
proposal was accepted and we set to work at once, Father Rice
and Anen going to the Sisters' Hospital in Buffalo with about thirty
boys. Time rolled by; the great festival of Christmas came, and on
its eve Father Rice took sick with a severe attack of smallpox. A
few days later Father Kenrick met with a severe accident. He
endeavored to board a train while it was in motion, but he fell and
received a serious wound in the foot. His escape from death was
miraculous. Thus the Superior and the Procurator, the two most
needed men at this time, were confined to their beds.
"In the meantime, Father Stephen Vincent Ryan, our Visitor,
arrived from St. Louis, and after examining the building on Pros
pect Hill he pronounced it unfit for the accommodation of students,
and consequently the latter were sent home. On the ~d of January,
Fathers Landry and Anen left Buffalo for the West, the former
with seven or eight boys for Cape Girardeau College, the latter for
the Barrens. Father Dyer was in Rochester, and in a month after
he also went to the Barrens. Father O'Keeffe took charge of the
parish at the Bridge; Fathers Hennessy, McGill, and Kelly went on
the missions."
It seems the authorities then in charge of our college affairs at
Niagara were so hopeful of continuing their work temporarily at
least in Buffalo that a circular was issued announcing the speedy
resumption of studies at Prospect Hill. The unsatisfactory condi
tion of the house, as above expressed, necessitated a countermanding
circular, and this was sent out over the signature of Very Rev.
Stephen Vincent Ryan, V. C. M., as follows:
"SEMINARY OF OUR LADY OF ANGELS, January ~, 1865.
" Respected Sir:
"I deem it my duty to inform yourself and the patrons and stu
dents of 'Our Lady of Angels' that, much against our will, we
shall be constrained to disappoint expectations and abandon the idea
of resuming studies until we rebuild on the former most eligible
site, on the banks of the Niagara.
" Called hither by the distressing news of the destruction by fire
of our flourishing Seminary, I found that, to meet the earnest wishes
of devoted students and many kind friends, busy preparations were
making to reopen Classes in a hastily improvised college in Buffalo.
,
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On careful inspection of the tenement and locality I resolved after
mature deliberation not to subject those many promising and cher
ished youths, accustomed to the peaceful retirement, innocent free
dom, and grand scenery of Niagara, with its healthful, elastic, and
bracing atmosphere, to all the inconveniences, discomforts, and
dangers which a hurriedly prepared tenement and its city surround
ings would almost necessarily entail.
" Hence we hasten to countermand the orders sent out and pub
lished to report to 'Prospect Hill,' preferring to wait until 'Our
Lady of Angels,' Phrenix-like, risen from its ashes with renewed
beauty and enlarged facilities shall welcome back her cherished chil
dren to a spot now consecrated: and hallowed by never-to-be-forgotten
reminiscences of mutual attachment, devotedness, and sacrifice. The
work of reconstruction is already begun, and with the blessing of
Heaven and the aid of a generous, sympathizing public, we hope to
be able to resume studies at the opening of the next scholastic year,
of which, however, timely notice shall be given.
Yours Respectfully,
S. V. RYAN, V. C. M."
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By the following September, as mentioned elsewhere, the Sem
inary was rebuilt and opened for the reception of students, Bishop
Timon performing the ceremonies of the blessing in the presence of
Archbishop Lynch of Toronto, Bishop Farrell of Hamilton, and a
large concourse of visiting priests. From time to time the venerable
Bishop of Buffalo came to Niagara in spite of his numerous engage
ments and declining health, that his presence might give new inspira
tion to his brethren of the Mission in their labors for the advance
ment of ecclesiastical training in his diocese.
Holy Week of 1867 came, and with it the sad conviction that the
days of Bishop Timon were drawing to a close. He had accomplished
the scriptural three score and ten, and so it was that, senio confectus
atque labore, this devoted Father to Niagara sank to rest April 16th,
consoled in his last moments by the presence of Archbishop Lynch,
Niagara's Founder.
Requiescat in Pace.
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