
CHAPTER III 
REBUILDING OF THE SEMINARY - PRESENT SOUTH WING OPENED 

FOR STUDIES - DISTINGUISHED VISITORS PRESENT - CORNER

STONE OF MAIN BUILDING LAID - NEW TRIALS --GENEROUS 

FRIENDS - NIAGARA'S AID TO POOR STUDENTS - MORE PROS

PEROUS TIMES - THE NEW GYMNASIUM. 

T HE work of resurrecting the Seminary, "Phoenix-like from 
its ashes," was begun on the 4th of April, 1865, just four 
months after it had been destroyed by fire. On the 4th of 

September following, the present south wing was completed, and 
on the 6th, after having been solemnly blessed by Right Rev. John 
Timon, C. M., then Bishop of Buffalo, it was opened for the recep
tion of students. 

Among those who were present on this occason were Bishops 
Lynch of Toronto and Farrell of Hamilton; Very Rev. S. V. Ryan, 
C. M., Visitor of the Congregation of the Mission in the United 
States; Rev. Fathers O'Farrell of Lockport, Flaherty of Auburn, 
Bede of Rochester, Quigley of Buffalo, Byrne of Lockport, Mc
Gowan of Rochester, O'Donoughue of Scottsville, McEvoy of 
Buffalo, Mulligan of Clifton, Canada, Welsh of Toronto, Christy 
of Canada, LeBreton of Buffalo, Cannon of Niagara Falls, Daley 
of Rochester, Molloy of Lewiston. The officers of the Mass were: 
Father J. T. Landry, C. M., celebrant, Father O'Keeffe, C. M., 
deacon, and Father Kenrick, C. M., subdeacon. 

On the ~lst of September in the same year the cornerstone of 
the central or main building was laid with ceremonies as impressive, 
no doubt, as those which had attended the opening of the south 
wing in the beginning of the month. No detailed information is 
recorded concerning the event, but a copy of the announcement 
placed in the cornerstone has been preserved. After reciting the 
vicissitudes through which the institution had passed, the paper con
cludes after the manner of similar documents: "Pius IX. being 
Pope of the Catholic world; Most Rev. John McCloskey, D. D., 
Archbishop of New York; Right Rev. John Timon, Bishop of 
Buffalo; Andrew Johnson, President of the United States; Steuben 
Fenton, Governor of the State of New York; Very Rev. Stephen 
V. Ryan, Visitor of the Congregation of the Mission in the United 
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States; Rev. Thomas J. Smith, C. M., Superior of the Seminary, but 
absent on account of ill health; Rev. Robert V. Rice, C. M., 
Assistant and Acting Superior." . 

The professors composing the faculty at the reopening of the 
Seminary were, besides those mentioned: Fathers E. M. Hennessy, 
J. V. Kelly, H. J. Anen, and Mr. P. V. Kavanagh. Several minor 
classes were taught by seminarians, among whom were Messrs. E. 
Kelley, W. O. Donoughue, and J. P. Daley. 

No item is more prosaic in narrative than a list of names unless 
it be a column of figures. For the general reader such data can 
have no special significance and will in all probability be passed over 
as uninteresting. But to those who have been in any way associ
ated with Niagara's history the mention of a former professor 
can awaken sentiments as dear as any within the keeping of memory. 

From the fact that the Seminary was opened to receive back its 
scattered students just nine months after its destruction by fire, it 
must not be supposed that the task of rebuilding was an easy one. 
On the contrary, one of the most affecting chapters in the history 
of our institution is that which recounts the struggles, anxieties, 
and disappointments of those who had undertaken the work of 
reconstruction. 

To a depleted treasury was added the greater discouragement 
of opposition from those who, indeed, lamented the catastrophe 
of December 5th, and who would have consecrated themselves to any 
project which seemed to them certain to bring back the former state 
of things. But, to build without funds was not a scheme which 
their prudence was able to sanction, and so it happened that for a 
while it looked as if "Niagara" was destined to live only in her 
ashes, as memory hovers about the graves of those departed. 

To add to this discouragement the two chief officers of the 
faculty, Father Rice, Superior, and Father Kenrick, procurator, 
fell dangerously sick and were ordered to the hospital, where they 
were obliged to remain for several weeks without being able, on 
account of their condition, to do anything towards the coveted work 
of rebuilding the Seminary. As soon, however, as convalescence 
began, they consulted with Bishop Timon as to the best means for 
raising money enough to clear away the debris left by the fire and 
begin the work of erecting a new building. 

The plan advocated by the Bishop was one which, like many 
another successfully followed by ecclesiastics, may be said to 
take its rise from apostolic times. The Bishop's advice was 

------_ .._ -~._. 
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to beg for the necessary funds from those likely to contribute, and 
suggested that a letter detailing the loss of the Seminary together 
with a request for a donation towards its re-erection, should be sent 
to the Holy Father, Pius IX. The suggestion was eagerly fol
lowed and as a result the sum of one thousand dollars was graciously 
contributed by the Head of Christendom. The Superior General 
of the Vincentians, Father Etienne, sent a like sum to his brethren 
from Paris, and Bishop Timon, who had already given one thou~ 

sand dollars on the day after the burning, supplemented his first 
gift by another, so that the resources at hand encouraged Father 
Rice to make a beginning towards accomplishing the purpose so 
dear to his heart. 

About six thousand dollars had been collected, but on the other 
hand floating debts, which had to be paid, began to eat up this slender 
resource, until at the opening of spring, Father Rice found himself 
almost as poor as when he lay fever-stricken in the hospital without 
a dollar in the treasury. It was at this juncture that the discour
agement alluded to above began to make itself felt in a way which 
would have disheartened many a laborer in the Lord's vineyard; but 
when everything seemed darkest the indomitable spirit of Father 
Rice asserted itself so strenuously that his superiors were forced 
first to admire the man's determination, and finally to grant the 
longed for permission to " go ahead." 

The tireless energy of Niagara's fourth president and those 
associated with him in the work of collecting funds for the new 
building was reciprocated in many quarters, and yet the result was 
far from assuring if only the financial side of the question be con
sidered. Much sympathy was expressed for the struggling Vincen
tians; generous assistance was also given in many directions, but, 
in addition, the institution became more widely known through the 
efforts of its faculty to secure much-needed funds, so that in a 
short while both the collegiate and seminary departments began to 
have increased attendance. It was this fact which above all 
encouraged Niagara's priests of that time to persevere in carrying 
out their design to place their institution on a substantial basis. 
Alms were good, sympathy was appreciated, but crowded halls were 
better than all, since increased attendance was proof practical that 
the friends of Catholic education endorsed the Vincentian Fathers 
in their project. 

Nor has this view of the question altered with the lapse of 
years. While donations, good will, moral aid, are all gratefully 
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acknowledged and deeply prized by those who have, under God, the 
destinies of Niagara in their hands, they candidly express their 
preference for a crowded register at $~~O per annum for each 
name entered. Is this mercenary, lacking in apostolic spirit (which 
led St. Paul to pronounce money the root of all evil, and yet im
pelled him to announce collections for his indigent brethren)? 

Niagara is not primarily an eleemosynary institution, main
tained for the education of "poor but honest" pupils, to para
phrase somewhat the fourth lection of the breviary in the lives of 
most saints. Yet the charity which Niagara has done in the educa
tion of Catholic. youth from 1856 to 1906 would, if converted into 
"coin of the realm," place $75,000 to our credit as a fund for the 
maintenance of fifteen burses. Our real estate crowning the 
highest point of Mont Eagle Ridge is roughly valued at $400,000, 
but until a few years ago it was so heavily encumbered by debt that 
we felt obliged almost to take off our hats to the holders of our 
mortgages and thank them for allowing us shelter from Ontario's 
icy blasts. 

It is neither interesting nor necessary to give in detail the his
tory of Niagara's financial vicissitudes. Like most Catholic insti
tutions her inheritance has been one chiefly of debt, yet has she 
struggled on through all the years of her existence until to-day her 
financial condition, and especially her prospects, are sound enough 
to warrant her present administrators in the erection of a much 
needed building now nearing completion. It will be the first 
important one erected at Niagara since the construction of the 
Alumni Chapel, begun in 1874 and finished in 1886. We present it 
as our Golden Jubilee offering to Catholic education. In our cata
logue for the current year the following notice was published, 
together with a cut of the building as it will appear when opened a 
few weeks hence for the accommodation of our students: 

"The increasing demands made upon the institution in recent 
years have made imperative the building now in process of erection. 
Besides the gymnasium proper the new building will contain a study 
hall and dormitory. The building will be located one hundred feet 
south of the present Alumni Hall, its dimensions being 160 feet 
running south, by 90 feet in width. 

"The style of architecture, 'Collegiate Gothic,' modified to 
harmonize with the architecture of the present buildings, has en
abled the architect to give a design simple, but dignified, and in 
keeping with the purpose of the building. 

_... ..-.. - _-_·_-0 
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"The walls, built of native limestone, with trimmings of 
Ohio sandstone, the floors of cement and steel, the roof of steel 
and slate, will make the building fire-proof. 

"The basement, or rather the ground floor, as the floor is but 
one foot below the pavement, is reached through a massive and 
molded stone portal, opening with a vestibule, ~o x 55. From 
this vestibule access is had to the club room, 40 x 60; the bath 
room, 40 x 85; lockers and dressing room, 30 x 45; the bowling 
alley, ~O x 115; and to the upper floor by a broad and e~sy stair 
case. The story is fourteen feet in the clear. The bath room will be 
fitted up in the most modern and sanitary manner. The floor 
walls, and ceilings will be lined with white marble. The swimming 
pool, ~o x 65, will have a depth of four feet at one end and eight feet 
at the other. The bottom and sides will be of white tile; adjoining 
the plunge will be the showers, twelve in number, enclosed in marble 
compartments, as will also be the enameled tubs and toilets. 
The locker rooms adjoining will be fitted up with separate 
lockers, etc. 

"In the bowling alley will be placed two regulation-size alleys, 
with raised seats at either end, and sides of the room. 

"From the main vestibule, with its floor of tile and walls of 
ornamental pressed brick and panelled oak ceiling, a stair of iron 
and slate will lead to the floor above. On this floor will be located 
the study hall and general assembly room, 80 x 135, the Prefect's 
rooms, 17 x ~O, and the vestibule, ~o x ~o. 

" The study hall will have high wainscoting of oak, and the ceil
ing will be deeply panelled with the same material. The height 
will be nineteen feet between floor and ceiling. Great care will be 
-exercised in making this a model school room, so far as light, venti
lation and school furniture are concerned. 

"The second floor will contain a dormitory, 80 x 1~5 feet, easily 
accommodating 140; adjoining will be located the lavatory, 35 x 65 
feet, containing toilet compartments and individual marble 
basins. This story will be seventeen feet in the clear. The top floor 
will be used as a gymnasium, and will be 80 x 150, unobstructed by 
-columns, the roof being carried on steel trusses of eighty feet spans. 
This room will have a double handball alley; will be fitted for indoor 
basketball, baseball, tennis, running track, etc., and equipped with 
the best modern gymnastic apparatus. The height from the floor 
to the lower chord of trusses, and as much more between that and 
the apex of the roof, will afford room for the bars, trapezes, etc. 
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Ample light will be afforded through windows at sides and ends and 
through four large skylights in the roof. 

" No pains or expense will be spared to make this building the 
most complete of its kind in the country. Special attention has 
been given to the lighting~ especially in the study hall~ our own 
plants furnishing the gas and electricity. An efficient system of 
ventilation 'Will always keep the air in the building pure and fresh. 
The heating will be steam piped from the present boiler house. 

" The drainage, plumbing~ and other sanitary arrangements will 
be as perfect as possible." 
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