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CHAPTER XXII 
SODALITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN 

I T IS safe to say that quite from the beginning of our institution 
association of some kind was introduced among our students, the 
better to direct among them devotion to the Blessed Virgin. The 

fact that our college home was placed under the patronage of the 
Mother of God by men especially known for their devotion to Our 
Blessed Lady would seem to establish this fact without further 
inquiry. It was not, however, until 1864, eight years after Father 
Lynch had founded our institution, that any attempt at formal or
ganization was made. Indeed, it will be a surprise, perhaps, to many 
to learn that a sodality in honor of the Blessed Virgin was founded 
so early at Niagara. Yet here is the house record for the ~lst 

of November, 1864: "Feast of the Presentation, Solemn Mass at 
6. Celebrant, Father Rice. To-day was founded the Sodality of 
the B. V. M. under the title of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin and the patronage of Saint Vincent." IIi the earliest 
catalogue that we have been able to secure up to the present, that of 
1868-1869, the" Society of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary" appears as having been organized May 4, 1868. 
If we had one of those catalogues which Father Asmuth distributed, 
together with a copy of the prospectus" to each of our 103 students 
before they left for home, June 30, 1863," we would probably find in 
it some society or other with devotion to Our Blessed Lady as the 
principal object. 

Yet these organizations do not seem to have been sodalities in the 
canonical sense, so that the founding of the B. V. M. Sodality as it 
now exists among our students belongs to a later date, December 8, 
1870. The catalogue for the scholastic year 1870-1871 has the fol
lowing announcement: 

" Sodality of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Under the Title. of the 
Immaculate Conception, and the Patronage of Saint Aloysius Gon
zaga. This Sodality was erected in the Seminary of Our Lady of 
Angels on the feast of the Immaculate Conception, 1870. Its organ
ization is in strict accordance with the requirements of the Sodality 
approved by Pope Gregory XIII., in 1584, which was enriched with 
most abundant indulgence by Pope Sixtus V., Gregory XV., Clement· 
VIII., Benedict XIV., Clement XIII., Pius VII., etc. By aggrega
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tion to the principal Sodality in Rome the members of the Sodality 
are in union with Sodalities throughout the whole world: thus com
municating with the most eminent personages of the Church, who 
have always considered it an honor to inscribe their names as mem
bers of the Sodality of the Blessed Virgin. The officers are: 

"Director (e:c officio), Very Rev. Robert E. V. Rice, C. M.; 
prefect, N. H. Baker; first assistant, George Dunbar; second assist
ant, D. Walsh; secretary, J. Leyden; treasurer, T. J. Preston; con
sultors, T. Bolger, J. McCaffrey, J. J. Hickey, N. McMenamin, 
C. J. Reilly, E. F. X. Moriarty; music leader, P. J. Ahearn; regu
lator, J. Growney; first sacristan, W. F. Markoe; second sacristan, 
T. F. Gregg; lectors, T. F. Cullen, H. Hesse, G. J. Dunbar,1\:[. 
Salley, T. Bolger, P. J. Ahearn, J. Growney, J. Mallen. 

"The officers for the second term were: Very Rev. R. E. V. 
Rice, C. M., director; N. H. Baker, prefect; M. A. Taylor, first as
sistant; D. Walsh, second assistant; secretary, J. Leyden; treas
urer, T. J. Preston; consultors, T. Bolger, J. McCaffrey, J. J. 
Hickey, M. McMenamin, C. J. Reilly, W. F. Markoe; music leader, 
J. Growney; regulator, E. F. X. Moriarty; lectors, G. J. Dunbar, 
J. J. Ryan, J. J. Reilly, M. Salley, M. A. Taylor, T. Bolger, J. J. 
Mallen, J. C. Long; sacristans, F. Henneberry and J. J. Hanlon." 

The recording of these names we consider among the important 
duties imposed upon us as historians of Niagara's fifty years in the 
educational field. Most of those mentioned became priests; many 
of them are yet living and working in God's vineyard for the glory of 
His name. Wherever they announce salvation through the name of 
the Son they preach likewise the power of Mary's intercession, 
devoted clients now as in their college days of her whose prophecy they 
help to fulfill by their unwearied teaching of her privileges: "All 
generations shall call me blessed." They are living examples of what 
a Catholic education means for our youth who in tender years are 
impregnated with such lively sentiments of love and confidence 
towards the Mother of God that time only increases their loyalty to 
her Divine Son and to herself. 

About a year after the Sodality was organized the members 
visited Hamilton, Ontario, accompanied by the Very Rev. Father 
Rice, Fathers Shaw and Koop of the Faculty, Rev. James O'Malley, 
and the N. C. A. Brass Band. The objective point was the Cathedral 
of the Immaculate Conception in that city. The lnde:c NiagarensiB 
tells us under date of June 1, 1871: "They chartered the' Young 
Lion,' one of Ontario's handsome propellers, and, leaving Lewiston 
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at 8 o'clock in the morning, reached Hamilton at ~ P. M. They 
were welcomed by his Lordship, Rt. Rev. Bishop Farrell. At the 
Cathedral May devotions were held. The party afterwards sat down 
to one of Mr. Black's celebrated spreads, and then spent a few hours 
in admiring the enterprising Canadian city under conduct of the 
Marshal of the day, Mr. Brian Burke. 

" Before their return Mr. John Long read an appropriate ad
dress to Bishop Farrell, and the band paid their compliments to his 
lordship in bewitching strains. The Hibernian Society band hon
ored the party by their presence on the occasion, and a good
fellowship was established between the visitors and the visited. On 
the return trip, owing to a dense fog, the lighthouse at Fort Niagara 
was not seen, and the ' Young Lion' with its precious cargo drifted 
some twenty miles below the river down the lake in the direction of 
Oswego. The party camped out on board, and save a good drench
ing and the trying results of sea sickness, enjoyed the night's 
experience extremely well. Music and her sister song, wit, humor, and 
long-drawn yarns kept the whole party in good spirits, and soothed 
the feelings of those in trouble with the inner man. They reached 
the seminary about 9 o'clock the next day, well pleased with their visit 
to Hamilton and strongly in favor of another just like it." 

The prosaic house records have this entry under date of May 
~6, 1871: "Grand Pilgrimage Excursion of the Sodality to the Ca
thedral of the Immaculate Conception, Hamilton, Canada. Party re
ceived very well. They lost their way returning on the lake and were 
out all night. They reached home this morning hungry, sleepy, 
and worn out; they breakfasted and went to bed. No studies to-day 
for the boys." 

On December 8, 1895, the Sodality completed twenty-five years 
of unbroken existence at Niagara. The commemoration of this 
event was postponed until the 11th of that month, when it was 
celebrated in a most befitting manner by the members and a goodly 
number of alumni assembled for the occasion. 

"No pains had been spared in the preparations, and it was the 
effort of all concerned to make the day a memorable one. The hall 
was beautifully decorated, the altar in the large chapel covered with 
flowers, and the boys at their best with good looks and badges. First 
in the order of the day was a Solemn Mass in the Alumni Chapel, 
at which Rev. D. Walsh was celebrant, Rev. M. Lee, deacon; Rev. 
L. Erhard, sub-deacon; and Rev. J. Biden, master of ceremonies. 
Rev. N. Baker preached the sermon, and in it his great and simple love j 

j
I 
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toward the Mother of God, the patroness of his home, Our Lady of 
Victory, raised him to highest flights of oratory and brought 
about such touching allusions as made everyone present pronounce 
his tribute of praise to her a masterpiece indeed. He also spoke of 
the organization, the noble founders, the influence, the slow but 
steady growth of the Sodality till now when it celebrates its Silver 
Jubilee. Rev. M. J. Decker's' Missa Saneta Maria' was sung by 
the students, and also a 'Veni Creator,' by Rev. Kornmuller, O. S. B., 
and an 'Ave Maria' at the offertory by Gerum. The' Credo' was 
taken from another Mass of Decker's and sung in unison; its effect 
was pronounced. The choir was made up as follows: tenors, 
Messrs. Airey, Dunne, and Kelly; second tenors, Messrs. McDonald, 
Wright, and Fahey; baritones, Messrs. Morrison and Dondanville; 
bass, Messrs. Callahan and Sharkey; chorus, Messrs. McDermott, 
Rice, Finnerty, Leavey, Barry, Pierce, Hammill, Burke, Keenan, 
Lynch, O'Niel, and Mahoney. The rendition of this Mass was 
without doubt one of the best efforts made in this direction by the 
students since the early days of the late Father Kircher and his 
famous choir. 

" Dinner was the next number on the programme. The students 
took their dinner in the boys' department, the visitors dined in the 
priests' refectory, and the visiting clergy banqueted and toasted 
in the seminarians' dining hall. The toasts from the old members 
were interesting, witty, and well received. The day was undoubtedly 
one of those termed in students' phraseology a 'triple feast day,' 
one that extended its influence from chapel to refectory and from 
refectory to the hall. 

"The Sacred Concert in the afternoon at 3.30 was another 
grand triumph for our musical talent similar to the initiative one of 
May, 1894. A mere glance at the numbers and names of composers 
on the programme will tell at once how high were the aims of those 
in charge. The three solos by Messrs. ~allahan, McDermott, and 
Sgr. Rivero were almost too high to be ranked as amateur efforts. 
The performances of the Victoria Vocal Club and N. C. A. Orchestra 
were also well received. The' Chaplet of Song,' interspersed with 
readings, was so arranged as beautifully to lead down through the 
life of the Blessed Virgin from the' Immaculate Conception' to the 
coronation in heaven. Fr. O'Brien's address recommended the stu
dents' effort to the audience, and Mr. Hartigan's oration, an earnest 
tribute to the 'Miraculous Medal,' was highly appropriate in con
nection with the celebration of the feast of the Immaculate Concep

'" .. -.. -_._,._~'---_. 
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tion. Fr. Walters and Prof. Kraegel were loudly applauded in their 
respective numbers. 

"To Mr. T. Fahey, with his practical knowledge and untiring 
zeal, is due all credit for the success of the musical numbers both of 
the Mass and concert. Fr. O'Brien, as director of the Sodality, was 
of course the moving spirit and master of· the whole celebration. 
Fr. Hayden had charge of the visitors, and all were pleased with. 
their reception. It is certainly to be regretted that some few slight 
misunderstandings in the sending out of invitations were the means 
of making the number of visiting clergymen smaller than should 
have been; for, as those present remarked, the occasion, the prepara
tions, the musical and literary treats were certainly worthy of a 
larger attendance. 

"Of the priests present we secured the following names: Very 
Rev. J. McGill, C. M., Germantown, Pa.; Rev. N. Baker, West Sen
eca, N. Y.; Rev. D. Walsh, Buffalo, N. Y.; Rev. M. Lee, Franklin, 
Mass.; Rev. L. A. Erhard, Somonauk, Ill.; Rev. E. McDermott, 
Buffalo; Rev. James Halpin, Herkimer, N. Y.; Rev. J. D. Biden, 
Albion, N. Y.; Rev. M. McCarthy, Albany, N. Y.; Rev. P. Mullaney, 
Lewiston, N. Y.; Rev. T. Barrett, East Pembroke, N. Y.; Rev. D. 
Ryan, Niagara Falls, N. Y.; Rev. E. Gibbons, Buffalo, N. Y.; Rev. 
T. Gleason, Lockport, N. Y.; and Rev. F. Kelly, West Seneca, N. Y. 

" Following is the programme complete of the Sacred Concert: 

Grand March,. . . .. Iron Cross," 18enman 
N. C. A. Orchestra. 

Introductory Address, 
Rev. J. V. O'Brien, C. M. 

Tenor Solo, . "0, Virgin Mother," . Panofka 
Mr. J. P. McDermott• 

Chorus, . .. Inflammatus" - "Stabat Mater," 
Victoria. Vocal Club. 

Oration, .. Miraculous Medal," 
Mr. A. T. Hartigan. 

Comet Solo, "Ave Maria," . Gounod 
Rev. Richard F. Walters, C. M. 

Chorus, { (a) 
(b) 

"Holy Mother Mild," 
.. Panis Angelicus," . 

St. Basil 
Kaim 

Victoria Vocal Club. 

Poem, . "Mary Beautiful," 
Mr. J. E. F. Johnstone. 

Overture, "Sunday Song," • . K,.8Utur 
N. C. A. Orchestra. 

Chorus, . "Chaplet of Song to Mary," 
B. V. M. Sodality, 

...._. -- -~ . --=' 
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"With Holy Choirs of Angels."
 
Devotion to Mary-" Immaculate Conception."
 
Christmas-" Angels We Have Heard."
 
Prophesy; The Song of the Dove- "Purification."
 
Motherhood-"Maiden Mother."
 
Mater Dolorosa-" Stabat Mater."
 
The Passing of Mary-" Assumption."
 
Coronation-" Feast of All Saints."
 
Imprecation - "Memorare."
 

Reader - Mr. E. L. Dondanville.
 

Bass Aria, "Now Heaven in Fullest Glory Shone," Haydn
 
Mr. M. H. Callahan.
 

Violin Solo, . . . " Paraphrase," . . . . Rtubsmtsin
 
Mr. L. A. Kraegel. 

Baritone Solo, "Suba, Suba la Virginal, Cie1o." . 
Sgr. Philippo Rivero. 

Chorus,. . . " Sit Laus Plena" - Lauda Sion, Msndsla8Qhn 
Victoria Vocal Club. 

Closing Address, 
Very Rev. P. MacHale, C. M. 

Finale, • • TeDeum... 
B. V. M. Sodality. 

One at least of the original numbers in the above programme, 
"Mary Beautiful," from the pen of the gifted Father Julian 
Johnstone, then one of our seminarians, now a priest of the Boston 
diocese, deserves even more prominence than we are delighted to give 
it by producing it entire in our pages. It is the outpouring of a 
heart at once deeply poetic and deeply Catholic, of a heart such as 
it has ever been the ambition of Niagara to cultivate, in its religious 
aspect at least, among her students. We feel that Father John
stone's tribute to the Mother of God, Our Lady of Angels, embodies 
the sentiments of every noble son that ever dwelt beneath the roof 
of this institution sheltered under her protecting name. We offer 
the poem as incense from the hearts of her children yet abiding at 
Niagara, and from the hearts of those now, like the author of the 
poem, engaged in the work of her Divine Son: 

MARY BEAUTIFUL. 

o Beauty, Beauty, God's angelic daughter, 
The fairest efflorescence of His love, 

Thy smile is like the light of laughing water, 
Thy shade the glory of the stars above; 
Thou art the magic one, the golden dove, 

-->---------- - -------_._- .__._-----~ 
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That moving on wide wings of lambent light 
Fillest with ravishment the cosmic grove, 

And with thy splendor and effulgence bright, 
Enrapturest the heart concentered into sight! 

1."'hou art the world's Sultana and its wonder: 
The queenly conqueror of conquering kings; 

Strong in thy loveliness as tropic thunder, 
When on the storm the living lightning springs, 
And all the world with its wild laughter rings. 

Thou art the rising sun, and men adore thee, 
And on thy shrine heap up all precious things, 

Thou art the world's desire, men bow before thee, 
While Heaven itself in rapture bends him o'er thee! 

In many forms, for thou art pluripresent, 
Thou charmest men, in foambell and in flower: 

In star and moon, in cresset and in crescent, 
In purpurissate warblers of the bower, 
And in the glitterant gems of summer's shower: 

But never yet, 0 loveliness, transcendent, 
A fairer form with favors thou didst dower 

Than hers, whose star fore'er in the ascendant 
Shines o'er the troubled sea, our beacon-light trans

plendent! 

0, }\fary Maiden, all that's soft and tender 
Of love and light, and gentleness and grace, 

And all that's loveliest of gloom and splendor 
Meets in the marble music of thy face: 
Beams in thine eye, wherein the soul may trace 

That purity,\which as the peerless gem 
Of Christian woman holds the proudest place; 

Gleams on thy brow, and with a diadem 
Crowns thee, 0 royal rose of David's royal stem! 

Purer tha~ silver in its native mountains, 
Than coral-combs beneath the placid sea, 

Pure as the diamond-dew of flashing fountains, 
Or sunlight on the lily of the lea, 
Or pearl-pink clouds that sail the heavens free, 
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Thou shinest forth, the diamond without flaw, 
The star with naught to dim its brilliancy, 

o brightest beauty, that the skies e'er saw, 
Since they began their march in God's eternal law ! 

0, woman, made of music and of musk, 
And all sweet things that sweeter seem in thee, 

o lady of the diamond eyes of dusk 
And look of love and queenly dignity, 
Attempered by thy maiden modesty, 

Thou comest smiling from the Orient, 
Breathing of balsam out of Araby, 

Thou comest up, like some bright angel sent, 
To give to human deeds a loftier intent. 

o Golden Rose, 0 sunny light of May, 
No words, though words were made of amethyst, 

And pearls and opals where the colors play, 
And chrysolite as rosy-red as cist, 
No words, though they had golden tongues, I wist, 

And though they spoke in music murmuring 
Can shadow forth the loveliness unkissed 

Of thy fair face, the spirit mirroring 
Of spirits loveliest, save His, our Lord and King! 

o House of Gold in which the Christ-child dwelt, 
How beautiful a temple thou must be! 

How pure those virgin lips the Christ-child felt, 
When He upturned His angel face to thee, 
And laughed and prattled in thine arms with glee! 

o Virgin Beautiful, how pure thine eyes, 
Bright with the chrysoberyl's brilliancy, 

That dared to look into the blue purprise 
Of His, whose purity was purer than the skies! 

o Mary, garden gay, of red-lipped roses, 
o vale, with bird-voice music most divine, 

o Paradise, where every joy reposes, 
On flowery banks as red as almandine: 
Fair fount of diamonds in whose waters shine 

The sparkling summerlight of golden grace, 
o tree of cinnamon, whose perfume fine 

_:- ' __"""7~_.__• ---.~--- ... -. --~-.--
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With redolence fills God's own dwelling place,
 
Thy breath of balsam breathe upon my burning face!
 

Thy loveliness like golden music thrills me, 
Like light illumines me, and glorifies; 

Thy beauty with the wine of rapture fills me, 
Enchanting me, while yet it purifies, 
And lifts my spirit to the over-skies. 

o deep within my heart of hearts, I feel 
The splendor of thy wonderful dark eyes, 

Before whose light the swooning senses reel, 
And o'er the trembling soul ecstatic visions steal! 

o Morning Star, 0, Tower of Ivory! 
o jewel flashing with the brilliant light 

The splendor of thine angel chastity, 
Turn thou the glory of thy beauty bright, 
The dazzling radiance of thy brow bedight 

With gold and hyacinth and diamond 
Upon me, Lady of the lilies white; 

Touch thou my heart with thine angelic wand, 
And living streams will gush, 0 Mother fair and fond! 

Give me to be thy docile child, Marie, 
Give me to love thee with the love of truth, 

Give me to know thy crystal purity, 
o Queen of Beauty, brilliant with the blooth 
And dazzling splendor of eternal youth! 

Speak to my heart in accents sweet and low, 
o whisper kindly words of golden sooth; 

Speak as thou spakest in the long ago 
To Jesus, Mother mine, 0 Maiden pure as snow! 

And now in lieu of gold and frankincense, 
And myrrh and musk and mellarosa sweet, 

In lieu of roses with their redolence 
And Persian lilies laid before thy feet, 
This wreath of song howe'er so incomplete, 

Accept, dear Lady, with benignity, 
Sweet Mother, whom thy children love to greet, 

And if it lack the rose's brilliancy, 
,Accept it, gracious Queen, for its sincerity! J. E. F. J. I 

1 
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Present officers of the Sodality:- Director, Rev. J. J. Cor
coran, C. M.; first prefect, Edward P. Mollen; second prefect,f 
Edward J. Brown; third prefect, Henry E. Gabriels; recording 
secretary, Christopher J. A. King; treasurer, Edward P. Mollen; 
sacristans, William P. Fitzgerald, Michael J. Donohue; custodians, 
Luke Gallagher, Bernard Sullivan; organist, Louis C. Sheehan. 

Consultors:-Edward P. Mollen, Edward J. Brown, Henry E. 
Gabriels, William P. Fitzgerald, Thomas F. McGrath, Michael J. 
Donohue, Robert J. Keenan, William A. O'Rourke, Henry F. Cassidy, 
John J. Sullivan, John J. McCreary, John F. Lowney, Joseph L. 
Hurley, Chris. J. A. King, George Leo Ford, Michael J. Hughes, 
William L. Liddy. 

I
I 
f Saint Joseph's Society was organized in 1866 for boys who had 

reached their sixteenth year. Its object was to cultivate among its 
members gentlemanly conduct and religious zeal according to their 
state of life. "They were to be in all things models of order and 
amiability." The first list of officers that we can find is that pub

I 

lished in the catalogue for 1868-1869, and is as follows: 
President, Rev. T. M. O'Donoghue, C. M.; vice-president, Ste

phen A. Gregory; secretary, William Noonan. 
The organization lasted for several years, when it appears to 

have been absorbed by Saint Vincent's Society, which had much the 
same objects in view as that under the patronage of Saint Joseph. 

The Saint John Chrysostom Literary Association was founded as 
far back as 1864, and was composed of a determinate number of 
students belonging to the theological and philosophical depart
ment. "Its object was improvement in oratory, composition, and 
debate, as well as the acquirement of historical doctrine and scien
tific knowledge." We wish we could publish a list of the charter mem
bers, as is our intention when dealing with our societies; but none 
in this case seems to be extant. The earliest list that we have is that 
of the officers for the year 1868-1869, as follows: 

President, Thomas H. Harty; vice-president, P. J. Sheridan, 
A. B.; treasurer, O. J. O'Brien; recording secretary, E. W. Mc
Carty; corresponding secretary, James O'Rourke. 

The Society for the Perpetual Adoration of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament was organized on the feast of the Epiphany, 1870. Its 
object was to make reparation to our Blessed Lord in the Adorable 
Sacrament of the Altar for the injuries and insults which He has 
received therein. In practice the aims of this admirable society have 
never been lost sight of in our institution, since the seminarians are 

\--
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detailed two at a time during the entire day, to keep watch before 
the tabernacle, while the members of the study hall have periods 
allotted to them when they also come to the chapel to make reparation 
to our Lord. It is a pious matter of course with our inmates to 
visit the Blessed Sacrament before and after class, besides attend
ing in a body those more solemn functions which have for their 
special object the adoration of Jesus in the Sacrament of His love. 
We may say that, practically, Our Lord is never left alone in 
the house which is dedicated to Him under the patronage of His 
Blessed Mother. 

Numerous pious societies similar to those which we have mentioned 
came into being at Niagara during the fifty years of her existence, 
and after serving some particular purpose of their founders lapsed 
into a sort of decay, or were finally absorbed by organizations more 
general in their scope. To trace the foundation of each of these 
would be an interminable task, and so we take leave of them to give 
our attention to the societies existing at present in our insti
tution. 

Many of Niagara's most illustrious sons owe much of their suc
cess in life to the fact that they were, during their course of studies 
at this institution, members of one or other of her literary societies. 
It was away back in the sixties that the students first saw what bene
fits could be acquired by founding a society in which elocution, 
diction, and parliamentary laws in general might be practised, and at 
the same time efforts might be made to overcome that timidity, 
weakness, and strange feeling commonly called "stage fright," 
which everyone feels to a certain extent when called upon to address 
a large or even a small body of people. 

That some of the benefits mentioned might be gained, and errors 
corrected, a few energetic students met on September 20, 1866, and 
organized the R. E. V. R. L. A., naming it after Niagara's President 
those days, "Robert Emmet Vincent Rice" (we may remark by way 
of no harm that according to documents sent from "The Barrens," 
Mo., where Father Rice was baptized, he received at the font the 
name of Robert Timothy, if not through his parents, at least 
through the one who recorded his spiritual regeneration). Like 
all kindred societies its beginning was humble and its progress slow, 
but each succeeding year some improvement was made, either in bet
tering its order of exercises, improving the rooms, or adding to its 
already well-stocked library, until to-day it holds a place second to 
none in members, ability, and general appointments. It occupies 
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the best suite of rooms in Alumni Hall, has an active membership of 
twenty and a most select library of 650 volumes. 

For many years after their organization our literary societies 
were, so to speak, selfish of the good things which they possessed, 
reserving their literary treats for themselves exclusively. But for 
about ten years back they have been accustomed to come before 
the public several times a year in plays, so that a much larger knowl
edge of their real worth has been gained by Faculty and students not 
connected with these organizations. 

We regret that the different societies mentioned were unable 
to furnish us with a complete list of the plays which they produced 
at the college or outside, for we had intended publishing it, knowing 
how acceptable it would be to past and present members. 

In our catalogue published shortly after the R. E. V. R. society 
was founded we find this motto: "Semper vindicetur Veritaa," fol
lowed by the announcement: "This association is composed of the 
students of the Rhetorical Division. Its object is to afford them by 
means of debates, orations, and essays practical exercises in elocu
tion and dialectics. The association holds its meetings once a week. 
Its members are classed as active and honorary. 

"Under the charge of the association and under the immediate 
censorship of the Rev. Director of the association is a library which 
is yearly augmented, containing a large number of well-selected 
works." The latest announcement of the society, that in last year's 
catalogue, differs from the first one in this respect, that students in 
the academic department are admitted to membership. 

This list of charter members of the R. E. V. R. was furnished 
by the present members: 

Censor, Rev. Henry A. Anen; president, Mr. Wm. L. Penny, 
Rondout, N. Y.; vice-president, Mr. James A. McGlone, Paterson, 
N. J.; recording secretary, Mr. John J. Early, Albany, N. Y.; 
corresponding secretary, Mr. John B. F. Boland, Worcester, Mass.; 
treasurer, Mr. Henry J. Gordon, New York, N. Y.; librarian, Mr. 
Edward J. News, Candor, N. Y.; committee on essays, Mr. Edward 
J. News, Candor, N. Y.; Mr. Stephen A. Gregory, Detroit, Mich.; 
question committee, Mr. Charles J. Sheridan, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Mr. 
James C. Daly, Utica, N. Y.; Mr. John P. Daly, Rochester, N. Y.; 
Mr. Edward O'Gorman, Port Jervis, N. Y.; Mr. Bart. Costello, 
New York, N. Y.; Mr. Patrick Doyle, St. Catharines, C. W.; Mr. 
Wm. L. Pope, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Mr. James F. Halligan, Brooklyn, 
N. Y.; Mr. Charles A. Reilly, Albany, N. Y.; Mr. E. M. F. Kelly, 
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Buffalo, N. Y.; Mr. Geo. D. Walters, Rochester, N. Y.; Mr. Owen 
McDermott, Ilion, N. Y.; Mr. John L. Dynan, Paterson, N. J.; 
Mr. Thos. F. Reilly, Watervliet, N. Y.; Mr. Thos. B. J. Coleman, 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; Mr. James W. Wilson, Rochester, N. Y. 

The officers for the present term are: honorary censors, Revs. E. 
J. News, C. M.; J. A. Tracy, C. M.; active censor, Rev. John F. 
Maye, C. M.; president, C. J. King; vice-president, G. L. Ford; 
recording secretary, L. B. Liddane; corresponding secretary, E. B. 
Reegan; treasurer, W. D. O'Brien; librarian, C. C. Mitchell; assist
ant librarian, G. Peck; question committee, L. C. Sheehan, M. J. 
Dooling, J. B. Egan; business committee, T. L. Corcoran, H. A. 
Murray, R. E. Kelly; members, twenty; volumes in library, 650. 

R. E. V. R. SONG
 
Words by Joseph Daly.
 

Our literary band was formed 
In the year of long ago 

By one whose life was thought by all 
As stainless as the snow; 

Kind Father Rice, a man beloved 
By all men near and far; 

'Twas he who handed down to us 
The name R. E. V. R. 

CHORUS. 

Then glory unto him beloved by people one and all,
 
Whose bright name crowns the scrolls that deck our literary hall ;
 
With honor here we'll guard that name and when we wander far,
 
We'll turn with fondness back upon the old R. E. V. R.
 

Our members silently depart 
As the years go rolling by; 

With honored name some rise to fame 
And win positions high; 

Some voices now are ringing 
In the pulpit and the bar, 

As oft of yore they rang before 
In the old R. E. V. R. 

CHORUS. 

However far or wide we'll rove, 
As long as life will last, 
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'j 

Our memories will link us to 
The college days we've past; 

For on our breast we'll wear a badge 
Not time nor dust can mar; 

'Twill bear the name so dear to us
The name R. E. V. R. 

CHORUS. 

S. O. L. A. L. A. 

Second only in point of years among the societies of our insti
tution is the S. O. L. A. Literary Association. The object which 
it strives to attain is a laudable one and briefly expressed in its 
beautiful motto - "Amor veritatis et eloquentiae." Organized on 
October ~6, 1869, it traces its career back to the early days of 
Niagara, when, with the increasing numbers of our, students, it 
quickly developed from an infant society to the presen\ prosperous 
association. It has at present forty-one members. From the date 
of its existence it has experienced success, and in giving an impetus 
to literary research has contributed in -no small degree to the social 
and intellectual refinement of Niagara's sons. The long list of names 
inscribed on its scrolls gives evidence of the extent to which its 
influence has been felt. Many whose names are there recorded, and 
who are now scattered in the many pursuits of life, owe much to the 
literary training they once received as members of this association. 
It is thus that the object of its organization has been truly realized. 
The association justly prides itself on having the name of the present 
illustrious Archbishop Quigley on its scroll for 187~-1873. As to 
the present condition of the society, we can utter nothing but words 
of praise and encouragement. That there is no lack of enterprise 
among the members is evidenced by a visit to the society apartments. 
The spacious room in which the weekly meetings are held, and which 
is so often the scene of lively debate and eloquent discussion, is 
furnished with a view to both comfort and beauty. Its large and 
carefully selected library of 875 volumes contains the -best standard 
works in the language, and affords every opportunity to the studiQus 
mind of indulging in the choicest reading. '~ 

The S. O. L. A. boys were not slow in appearing before the foot
t-/lights once that the literary societies of the house had resolved to 

produce plays by casts chosen exclusively from their ranks. Like 
the members of the other societies, they sometimes appear for chari 
table purposes at the Falls or Buffalo, always receiving very flattering 
comments from the press because of their acting. Indeed, the soci

I

I
I
I
1
I 

I
I 

'
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ety boys of our three literary organizations, R. E. V. R., S. O. L. A., ....~ and B. L. A., are sure to draw big houses even in Buffalo, on , 
account of their well-known ability on the stage. 'J 

,oJ 

The following list of charter members of the S. O. L. A. L. A. i 
:~

was furnished us by officers concerned in the keeping of their society ·1 
traditions, and is therefore presumed to be correct: 

Rev. James V. Brennan, censor; John F. Leary, La Salle, Ill., 
president; Patrick O'Neill, Davenport, la.; John M. Egan, Amboy, 
Ill.; Nelson H. Baker, Buffalo, N. Y.; Thomas W. Smith, Brooklyn, 

.~ 
,'"j 

N. Y.; Brian Burke, St. Louis, Mo.; James Leyden, Brooklyn, N. Y.; 
., 
~ 

James Roache, Truxton, N. Y.; Daniel Ryan, Lacon, Ill.; John B. :1 

Moore, Perryville, Mo.; John J. Gallen, Philadelphia, Pa.; Michael 
Salley, Port Jervis, N. Y.; Maurice J. Dullea, North Laurence, N. Y. 

"·.1

.'
i 

List of present officers: censor, Rev. Edward J. Walsh, C. M.; 
president, George A. Donoghue; vice-president, M. J. O'Neill; 
recording secretary, F. O'Neill; corresponding secretary, Matthew 
Quinn; treasurer, J. Houlihan; librarian, C. B. Maloney; assistant 
librarian, L. O'Gorman; sergeant-at-arms, J. Condon; business com
mittee, James O'Brien, J ames Coyle; question committee, W m. Fitz
gerald, John O'Shea. 

S. O. L. A. SONG 

Long years have passed and left their trace on Old Niagara's shore, 
Since first was formed, by zealous hearts, our literary corps; 
Yet still we stand with heart and hand replenishing the ray 
That genius sheds so brightly on our dear S. O. L. A. 

,1 
'I

CHORUS. 1 

Then let the merry song go round, for brothers all are we, 
Joined by a motto which adorns the heart from toil that's free, 
"A love of truth and eloquence" wher'er we chance to stray, 
Is the bright and cherished motto of our dear S. O. L. A. 

',' 
'Tis said that ancient speakers, by their rich and thund'ring lore,
 
Have moved the very rocks that lined the far-famed Grecian shore.
 
If e'er such power was shown beneath Columbia's gentle sway,
 
'Twas in the grand and spacious halls of dear S. O. L. A.
 

As seagulls, through the storm defy, still hover o'er the spray
 
That rises from Niagara's wave while foaming on its way,
 
So when in storms of life we part and from each other stray,
 
Our hearts will ever linger 'round our dear S. O. L. A.
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B. L. A. 

The B. L. A. is the youngest of Niagara's literary societies. It 
came into existence three years after the R. E. V. R. and only a 
month after the S. O. L. A. The R. E. V. R. had been running since 
1866, and it was found that one society was not sufficient to give 
all members of the rhetorical classes an opportunity to im
prove in their literary pursuits. Hence the other two societies 
were founded. The B. L. A., though last in point of years, has 
shown herself equal to her sister associations in the facilities it 
affords its members for acquiring that nice literary taste which it was 
established to diffuse; in the manner in which it is conducted, and 
the home-like comforts which it furnishes its members. It is said 
that "distance lends enchantment to the view," and we believe it, 
for in looking over the minutes of this society we grow strong in our 
admiration for the earlier members, and are apt to forget what the 
members of to-day are doing. _Whatever enthusiasm the founders 
of the B. L. A. exhibited, it could not have surpassed that of the 
Basilians of the last few years. During the first few years of her 
existence the improvements made in the B. L. A. room were neces
sarily slow, but gradually she acquired a fine library and in time 
possessed a neatly furnished room in the old band building. But 
of late the members have become very progressive, and within the 
past five years have outdone even themselves. They may be said to 
have put the finishing touch to all the good work of previous years 
by making their rooms in Alunmi Hall a model of beauty combined 
with comfort. Thus it is that time has had none other than a good 
effect upon our societies. It was a happy thought of the author 
of the B. L. A. song to compare her to the willow which is freshened 
by the stream that corrodes the hardest rock, and to add: 

"So time in passing, though it wash 
The staunchest works away, 

'Twill bear but life and vigor to 
Niagara's B. L. A." 

The charter members of the society were: Rev. George V. Burns, 
censor; Thomas F. Keveney, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Thomas McPeck, 
Yonkers, N. Y.; John F. Nash, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Charles J. Eckles, 
New York, N. Y.; John A. Reilly, Albany, N. Y.; Matthew A. Tay
lor, Mt. Vernon, N. Y.; John J. Hanlon, Albany,.N. Y.; Michael 
E. Newman, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Philip A. Ahearn, New York, N. Y. 

The present officers of the society are: Rev. C. S. Rosensteel, C.M., 
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censor, Rev. J. J. Corcoran, C. M., Rev. H. V. Piper, C. M., Rev. 
J. C. Chesnut, C. M., honorary censors; John J. McKinney, presi
dent; Harry J. Grady, vice-president; William B. Quinlan, record
ing secretary; George F. Shaw, corresponding secretary; Joseph 
M. O'Shea, treasurer; Thomas J. Gallen, librarian; Thomas J. 
Murphy, assistant librarian; Daniel J. Triggs, Luke V. Gallagher, 
John J. Ryan, question committee; John A. Kelly, Harry B. Keegan, 
Emil A. Fix, business committee ; John A. Martin, sergeant-at-arms; 
members, forty; volumes in library, 600. 

Very Rev. William F. Likly, C. M., 188~, Niagara's President, was 
a member of this society. 

B. L.A. SONG 
Words by Thomas Moran, Music by Prof. J. Ernst Rieger. 

We hail, as widely spreads our fame,
 
The hearts so truly grand,
 

Who founded in long years ago
 
Our literary band;
 

And by untiring constancy,
 
Which time nor cares could stay,
 

They won the highly honored name
 
Enj oyed by B. L. A.
 

CHORUS-

Each year our scrolls we fondly swell 
With names that promise fair; 

While others boldly enter life, 
Inured by Basil's care; 

And ever onward are impelled 
To bravely win the day, 

By aspirations to increase 
The fame of B. L. A., the fame, the fame of n. L A. 

And as the willow fresh and fair
 
Is nourished by the tide,
 

Which oft corrodes the hardest rocks
 
That skirt its rugged side;
 

So time in passing, though it wash
 
The staunchest works away,
 

'Twill bear but life and vigor to
 
Niagara's B. L. A.
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Then glory crown the worthy deeds 
Wrought by Basilian boys-

The deeds that join them still in heart 
To by-gone days and joys; 

Though fortune separates them far, 
Such deeds shall still convey, 

The pride they take as members of 
The famous B. L. A. 

DRAMATIC SOCIETIES 

As far back as the autumn of 1865, about a year after the 
burning of the Seminary, Father Anen, Prefect of the boys' 
department, organized the "Gem Dramatic Association." Some 
of the "stars" were Thomas Harty, J ohn Walsh, Thomas Casey, 
Michael Santry, Edward McCarty, James Malley, William Burke, 
Martin Lawlor, M. Blake, John Fitzpatrick, William Penny, F. 
O'Donoughue, John Donnelly, William Pope, J. Kinnerny, and 
J. Costello. 

I 

Among the plays produced were "The Hidden Gem," "Riche
lieu," and "Cherry Bounce." The actors were not always confined 
to the Seminary in their efforts to please, but were sometimes allowed 
to go to the neighboring villages to exhibit their histrionic skill. One 
thing, however, they do not seem to have had, and that was the im
personation of female characters. When" Richelieu" was played 
Julie was transformed into a "nondescript character,"who was com
missioned to speak the sentiments of the Cardinal's niece, thus dis
pensing with the latter's appearance before the footlights. From the 
standpoint of prudence the adaptation may have been a pious success, 
but how the motif of the play could have been developed to the 
satisfaction of the audience without the appearance of the" genuine 
article" is a dramatic problem which we shall not pause to analyse.~ It was many years, indeed, before" petticoats" appeared in front 
of Niagara's footlights, except on rarest occasions, and then only 

r	 when some washerwoman or black "Aunt Sally" was" featured" for 
a few minutes. The impersonation of female characters, Julies and 
Genevieves, is common enough now in our college theater, but up to 
date the roof has not fallen in by way of protest against the innova
tion. Our chief objection to such impersonations is not a moral one, 
but an artistic one, even though the esoteric critic may see dangerous 
possibilities in the use of feminine attire by a masculine" beau," 
or Victor Hugo may have said that all the warlike invasions of history 
have been determined by petticoats. 
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We have no inclination to condemn the caution of the past, or the 
more liberal sentiment of the present. The only objection, then, 
that we offer is from an artistic point of view, based on the well
known dramatic axiom that no male wears skirts without offense. In 
highly dramatic renditions the masculine stride will give the lie to the 
feminine sentiment, and hence the audience will laugh when it ought 
to have its lachrymal glands prepared for copious libations. In 
comedy parts, however, the male impersonator of female character 
makes the audience bubble over, no matter whether the actor be funny 
or not, so long as he affects feminine ways - and wears their com
plicated toggery. 

That the G. D. A. boys had plenty of fun at their own expense 
through those laughable blunders which the best of amateurs are 
sure to make in critical moments appears from an account preserved 
concerning one production of the" Hidden Gem." "William Pope, 
as the negro guard, was so successful in portraying the comical side 
of the drama that he actually stole all the thunder from the oratori
cal displays of the other gentlemen, and once, at least, robbed the 
dying (?) Alexis of the honor of an effect by setting the audience in 
a titter just at the time of the important and affecting d'eath scene." 

That the boys had plenty of enterprise in the early days of our 
college is shown by a programme which was rendered in Colt's Hall, 
Suspension Bridge, May 1 and fl, 1866, and in Grant's Hall, Niagara 
Falls, May lOth and 11th. The proceeds were to be devoted to the 
purchase of instruments for a brass band, but as the receipts, accord
ing to Father Anen, the censor, were $100 and the expenses $175, we 
infer that dramatic ability and financial success were not synonymous 
terms in those days among our collegians any more or as much as 
they are at present. 

The "Family of Martyrs," "Cherry Bounce," and "Cardinal 
Richelieu," with" Select Airs by the College Glee Club," was the bill 
given on the four nights mentioned. On the first night at the Bridge 
the" Family of Martyrs" was played as the leading piece, and on the 
second night "Richelieu" was produced. At the Falls the same 
order was followed. In those days these two places were much far
ther apart than they are now since the street cars were introduced 
and the two villages incorporated into one city. So that the appear
ance of the G. D. A.'s for two nights in succession, followed by two 
more the next week, in what is now a one night's stand for dramatic 
troupes, was not then as surprising as it may appear to us of the 
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present. The financial yield, however, is what amuses us, nor can we 
help wondering who made" good" the deficit. 

Whether the dramatists made money or not, they made lots of fun 
for the inmates of the Seminary when they played comedy, and 
gave instructive lessons when they essayed the higher roles of dra
matic art. Nor were they sparing of their talents to please and 
instruct, for they made their appearance very frequently during the 
four or five years that they were in existence as a society, and always 
to the great delight of their audiences. 

P. D. A. 

The successor to the G. D. A. seems to have been the Philharmonic 
and Dramatic Association, organized February 1, 1870, although 
mention is made of a P. D. A. as far back as.1867, according to a 
" Student's Recollections." " This association was organized for the 
purpose of entertaining the social gatherings of the students, and to 
cultivate a taste for vocal and instrumental music; als.o to develop the 
arts of declamation and of the drama; or any such branch that tends 
to the mutual improvement of the members. Membership is open to 
all those who have a desire to advance in the above arts." The first 
officers were: 

Director, Rev. Henry A. Anen; president, James I. Leyden; 
vice-president, Nelson H. Baker; secretary, Charles J. Eckles; treas
urer, Matthew A. Taylor; musical director, J. J. B. Ryan; stage 
manager, Harry A. Jones; assistant stage manager, J. J. Reilly. 

On Washington's Birthday following their organization the mem
bers carried out a programme which we take pleasure in copying, 
knowing that its appearance in our pages will recall pleasant memo
ries to some of the students of those days: 

" WASHINGTON'S BIRTHDAY" 

Entertainment at the Seminary of Our Lady of Angels by the 

PHILHARMONIC AND DRAMATIC ASSOCIATION, 

February 22, 1870 
Stage Manager, . . . . 
Director of Music, pro tern., 
Music arranged by 

J. A. Connolly 
J. J. O'Neill 

Prof. A. Kypta 

PROGRAMME 
PART FIRST 

Overture, . . . . . . . 
Opening Chorus, .. Ever Be Happ
.. Leaf by Leaf the Roses Fall," . 

y," 
Orchestra 
Company 

T. J. Kearney 
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U Would I Were a Star," . . . · Nelson H. Baker 
tt Josiah," . . . . . . . . . A. B. Magee 
u You've Been a Friend to Me," . . . . . . T. F. Moran 
tt Take Back the Heart," . . Phil. Ahearn 
tt Joseph Spriggins," . . J. A. Connolly 

PART SECOND 

VARIETIES 
Concertina Solo, . . . . w. E. Don Levy 
Music and Her Sister Song, ... Duet 
U noclogpedality,. . . . John Hogan 

~ 
J .. I. Leyden 

Washington Crossing the Delaware, · . T. F. Moran 
N. H. Baker 

THE PHOTOGRAPHER
 
A Thrilling Drama in One Act from Schneider's Novel of Same Name
 

The Artist, . . . . . B. J. O'Reilly 
Mr. Sniffin,. . . . . . . . . . . . .. T. J. Kearney 
Pompey, a servant, . . . . . T. Smith 

Canadian Boat Song, Trio 

To be followed by the Musical Burletta of
 

THE RIVAL BANDS
 
Composed for the Occasion by Prof. A. Kypta
 

Band the one,. . . . . . . . . . . Leader, Prof. A. Kypta
 
Band the two,. . . . . . . . . . . J. J. O'Neill
 

Solo - tt Where Are the Dreamers Now? " . . . . Geo. J. Dunbar 
T. Moran 

Medley on Guitar, Violin, and Flute,. . · . J. I. Leyden~ N. H. Baker 
"What are the Wild Waves Saying?" ......... Duet 

The Melodramatic and Terrible Tragedy of
 

STAGE STRUCK
 
Virgilius, · . Jas. Reddy
 
Joseph, . . · . H. A. Jones
 

Exile of Erin, Solo 

The whole to conclude with the U Laughable Farce" written for the 
Occasion and entitled 

U PRINCE ARTHUR'S RECEPTION" 
CHARACTERS 

Prince Arthur William Patrick, etc., etc., · T. J. Kearney 
Colonel Elphinstone, } . C. Eckles 
Ensign Fitzroy, Companions of Prince, . J. J. O'Neill 
Washington Thomas, Proprietor of ye Grand Hotel, . Geo. Dunbar 
Wm. Augustus Fitzgibbs, a New York Swell, . . . · W. E. Don Levey 
Alexander, Colored Waiter in ye Grand Hotel, . . . . . Ja8. Reddy 
Mr. Murphy McGinness, Reporter for the "Irish Times," . . . . . A. Magee 
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Jacob Bummenhausen, of ye Deitchen Doodlesack, . J. I. Leyden 
Rev. Joshua Drab, verily the Chosen One of Israel, . N. H. Baker 
Jimmy Buster, a Gentleman Pugilistically Inclined, . H. A. Jones 
Policeman, . . . Jas. Lee 

Remarks by Rev. Father Rice 

That our present generation of students may have a glimpse of 
the way in which Faculty and boys enjoyed themselves together in 
the olden time we reproduce another programme gotten up by the 
P. D. A. It will be noticed that originality manifests itself among the 
members in the production of sketches written for these occasions. 
We know that the length of the programme which we are about to 
append to our" copy" will be thought by some too great for artistic 
appearance in our pages. But, as one of our motives in writing this 
history of Niagara is to bring into prominence the doings of days 
gone by, preserving thereby, not only the memory of what was done, 
but the names of those who participated, " we take great pleasure," 
as the P. D. A.'s themselves premise, in presenting this programme 
for March 17, 1870: 

U CEAD MILLE FAILTHE" 

ST. PATRICK'S DAY 
March 17, 1870
 

Programme of Entertainment
 
by the
 

Philharmonic Dramatic Association
 
Stage Manager, 
Musical Director, 

J. A. Connolly 
J. J. Ryan 

Music, ... . . . . . . . 
PART I 

. . . . . . ..... Band 
The society take pleasure in announcing that they have prepared at a tremendous 

outlay, and will present for the first time, with new scenery, costumes, etc.,:the side
splitting farce of 

THE CARPET BAG CONVENTION
 

Dramatis Personre
 
Mr. O'K Gavel, Speaker, . . . . . . . James Reddy
 
Hon. Achilles Snooks, Sergeant-at-Arms, Chas. J. Eckles
 
Hon. James Doolittle, from Massachusetts, J. I. Leyden
 
Hon. Thucydides Smashem, from Virginia, M. F. Murray
 
Hon. Emile Freeborn, from New York, . Thos. Smith
 
Hon. Hannibal Crashem, from New Orleans, B. J. O'Rielly
 
Hon. Cato Watermelon, from North Carolina, M. A. Taylor
 
Hon. William Somepunks, from Georgia, Joseph J. O'Neill
 
Hon. Sam. D. B. Goit, from Alabama, . . . Harry A. Jones
 
Hon. Pete Cantdoit, from Maryland,. . . . T. J. Kearney
 
Hon. Cresar flash de whistle, from South Carolina, P. Ahearn
 



NIAGARA UNIVERSITY 318
 

Music, . . . . . . . . . • Orchestra 
Trio, . . Rev'd Fathers Landry, Shaw, and Anen 
Comet Solo, ............ J. J. Ryan 
Address by, . . . . Rev. J. W. Hickey, C. M. 

Prof. A. Kypta, J. J. Ryan, 
Variations,. . . . J. J. Durkin, M. A. Taylor,~ Pius Kreutz, J. J . O'Neill. 

PART II 

The evening's entertainment will conclude with the serio-comic play, adapted from 
the original of Chow-chow, Tsi-Kiang, and presented now for the first time on any 
stage, and entitled 

PHASES OF CITY LIFE 

Roger Fitzgibbons, Emigrant, afterwards Alderman, . J. A. Connolly 
Bart. O'Shaughnessy, an Oleagenolls Soap-fat man, . .... Jas. Reddy 
Paddy Mulcahy, a Noted Publican, . . . . . . . J. S. Fitzpatrick 
Abraham Clausen, Cloth Dealer, Tribe of Israel,. . N. H. Baker 
Hiram Flipflap, of Orange County, . . . . . . . . . J. I. Leyden 
Hans Schneider, Journeyman Tailor, afterwards his own boss, C. J. Eckles 
Scipio Squash, Clam Peddler, . . . . . . T. W. Smith 
Judge Williams, an impartial man, . . . . . . . . Geo. J. Dunbar 
Blackstone Brown, his Clerk, . . . . . . . . H. A. Jones 
Harry Digit, with alias Thimble Rigger, T. J. Kearney 
Chas. A. Musk, of the Bon Ton, J. J. O'Neill 
Major Smith, his friend, . . . . . . . . . . . . Philip Ahearn 
U Smiggy" McGowan, Bar Tender, . . . . T. F. J. Moran 
ctNosey," the Gouger, Butcher, and Fireman, . Matt. A. Taylor 
Jean Joseph Marte, French Cook, B. J. O'Rielly 
James Fitzgibbons, Son of Roger, . . . . Joseph Petty 
Martin Schneider, Son of Hans, . . . .. .. Rodman Durack 
Policeman, of the Big Squad, . . . . W. E. Don Levey 

Pedestrians, Bootblacks, Newsboys, etc., etc. 

SYNOPSIS OF SCENERY 

Act I. Scene I. Chatham Street-The Way of Life.
 
Act I. Scene II. Police Court-How Justice is Administered.
 
Act II. Scene I. Public Thoroughfare-How Strangely People Meet.
 
Act II. Scene II. Residence of Alderman Fitzgibbons-Saint Patrick's Night.
 

Between the acts select morceaux will be discoursed by the band and orchestra 
under directorship of Prof. A. Kypta. 

It must not be supposed from the samples furnished that the 
P. D. A. dealt only in farce or higher comedy, although from the 
programmes extant they seem to have preferred the lighter vein of 
acting. They produced the "Family of Martyrs," the now much 
worn " Hidden Gem," the " grand and pathetic drama" of" Ireland 
as It Is," " Major John And;re," " Damon and Pythias," " Hofer, the 
Tell of the Tyrol," with many others which required, like those men
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tioned, great preparation and dramatic talents of a high order. The 
last appearance of the P. D. A. was on April 14, 1879, when the 
members produced a long and varied programme before a Niagara 
audience. A minstrel show followed by no less than five skits made 
up the evening's entertainment. The participants in this uninten
tional farewell appearance were F. X. Kelly, J. T. Lynch, P. F. 
Nash, J. A. Lynn, W. B. Altick, M. J. Kean, J. M. Bustin, A. M. 
O'Neill, D. J. Byrne, G. W. Dooker, and J. T. Hoover. 

After the opening of studies in September, 1879, the P. D. A. 
assembled, as is customary with our societies, for the election of 
officers for the ensuing term. According to the first and last minutes 
of the society the officers elected were: 

Rev. L. A. Grace, C. M.,censor; John T. Lynch, president; 
Philip J. Nash, vice-president; Francis X. Kelly, recording secre
tary; Daniel J. Byrne, corresponding secretary; Michael J. Kean, 
treasurer; James M. Bustin, stage manager; George W. Dooker, 
musical director; James T. Hoover, costumer. 

Father Grace had just joined Niagara's Faculty, having been 
sent here on his first mission after his ordination in the preceding 
June. He knew by hearsay quite a little of the sports and pastimes 
popular with Niagara students for, although he had been only a 
"day dodger" at the Jesuit College in New York, and the Vincen
tians' College in Brooklyn, he had studied six years in Germantown 
with ardent Niagara men, who were never tired of telling him what a 
grand place Niagara was for scenery, both natural and painted. 
The new censor was waited upon by a committee of three, and 
apprised of his election; he accepted "in quantum," and, after 
consulting Father Kavanagh, then President, was so encouraged by 
the latter that he entered most eagerly into the dramatic circle. 

But that circle proved to be a sort of maelstrom, for it seems 
that the P. D. A.'s had done something displeasing-what or to 
whom does not matter now - and were foredoomed to destruction. 
Their stage was thrown out from the play hall, into the hand ball 
alley back of the Index office; their mammoth trunk with its piles of 
costumes was relegated to the garret; their scenery was packed away 
as carefully as a cyclone packs the shingles of a Kansas shanty, while 
the members were invited to devote themselves to croquet or other 
exhilarating sports by way of pastime. The inexperienced censor 
did not know what had happened to give such a death blow to 
dramatics in a place which had boasted almost from infancy of its 
comedians, tragedians, and artistic fiddlers generally. He was told 
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that Sunday night concerts would take the place of the now defunct 
P. D. A.'s performances. The concerts were given for a few Sun
days, but after a while only the musicians were awake and listening. 
Niagara folk love music, but they do not care to have it fed to them 
as a steady diet. Besides, the suppression of the dramatic society 
had perhaps displeased the boys, who were accordingly determined 
not to grow rapturous over even the most classical selections by the 
most finished performers in the house. It was all new and strange 
to the former "'day dodger," who, however, enjoyed the sacred 
concerts, and worried not over the extinction of a society with which 
he had never become acquainted. 

It was not until March, 1881, that any signs of dramatic life 
began to show themselves around our institution. A little before 
that time the young Censor (who had never censored) was directed 
by Father Kavanagh to look around for a suitable play, and pick a 
cast from the study hall for its rendition. One of the second 
rhetoricians offered a play of his own manufacture, titled" Patrick 
Henry; or, The Outbreak of the Revolution!" The author bar
gained that he should play the leading role, and, as the young ex
censor was glad enough to get anyone to play, an agreement was 
quickly made. Some very fine theatrical tirrLber was extant from 
the wrecked P. D. A.'s, and this was speedily pressed into service 
with the result that a very superior cast of actors took hold of 
" Patrick Henry," and piloted him as far as hOe would go. Here are 
t.he thespians: D. J. Sheehan, J. T. Lynch, T. J. Grace, V. Duncan, 
P. Donnelly, T. Walsh, C. Kelly, C. Brady, W. Hanley, N. Cum
mings, Jno. Casey. 

The dismantled stage was set up, the battered scenery repaired, 
the famous drop curtain with its shoal of whales was hung in place, 
and\, amid the hushed expectations of a play-starved audience, 
"Patrick Henry" appeared before the footlights, Tuesday evening, 
March 1, 1881. We let the Index critic speak his mind. Dan 
Tehan, we believe, was the culprit who forged this thunderbolt so 
destructive of dramatic genius: 

" As we entered the Juniors' recreation hall and beheld the stage 
occupying its accustomed place we were wafted back to the period 
when the now defunct P. D. A.'s so often made the hall resound 
with their eloquence. Before the curtain was raised we had promised 
ourselves a truly literary and dramatic feast, but we were doomed to 
meet with disappointment. We cannot say that the play was a 
success, for it possessed no intrinsic merit. The drama was so badly 
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put together and the different acts were so totally disconnected as 
to render it insipid and devoid of all interest. The plot was poor, 
and in the last act, where it should have been entirely unraveled, we 
were left completely in the dark." 

We may remark in extenuation that the author wa.s only about 
sixteen years of age, and that he survived this rather bilious attack 
to become one of the most cultured, experienced physicians in this 
country. His powers of declamation were unsurpassed by anyone 
then in the study hall. 

Father Grace sent home a marked copy of the Index to his people 
in Brooklyn to let them see what prominence he had attained " on 
the highest point of Mont Eagle Ridge" as a conductor of college 
plays. He never dreamed that any "Eagle" eye in his house
hold would scan the Index criticism and scorch him as though he were 
guilty of being the author. But scorched he was until the nails in 
his shoes grew hot. One of his relatives asked him, with that famili
arity which propinquity begets, "Is that the best you can do after 
eleven years in college?" The ex-censor of the P. D. A.'s grew 
desperate - and wrote a play in vindication! Father Kavanagh 
had something to do with encouraging this mode of revenge, but that 
is now a tender reminiscence too sacred for our present jocose nar
rative. 

To secure a favorable hearing, the Rev. amateur playwright laid 
the first and last scene in Ireland; to win applause for his actors (and 
himself), he sprinkled the lines with Orange epithets followed with 
Irish shillalahs; to spring a novelty, as he thought, he obtained per
mission to introduce" Mrs. McGinn," the hero's mother, endeavoring 
to sketch her as a sweet-faced old lady such as our own mothers might 
have been. The playwright enlarged upon this extraordinary priv
ilege to introduce at the end of the last act, surreptitiously but suc
cessfully, a bevy of colleens made up of students for the "Saint Pat
rick's night dance at the home of the returned hero, Barney." They 
were habited in toggery borrowed from the nymphs of Laundry Hall, 
and danced like Comanches to the tune of a rasping fiddle until the 
curtain fell. It was on the evening of May 31, 1881, that" Barney's 
Promise" was first produced. Again we let the Index critic speak his 
mind: 

"Never have we witnessed a better performance by amateurs than 
the acting last night of ' Barney's Promise; or, the Triumphs of a 
Dutiful Son.' When a person expects a great deal from an enter
tainment, it is hard for the performers to come up to his preconceived 
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idea of what they should do. But we anticipated wonders from the 
evening's entertainment last night when we seated ourselves in the 
Junior's Hall, and we confess that even our most fastidious notions' 
were surpassed. The playing of each and everyone of the corps of 
actors was superb. The play itself is a fine production and is espec
ially adapted for college life and college histrionics." 

The Index critic, whose liver, if not his judgment, had become 
normal by this time, said many other nice things about the play and 
the players, all of which helped to encourage further productions. 
The practice thus resumed of writing original dramas, comedies, 
farces for our boys, was kept up without interruption for the greater 
part of twenty years, during which time Father Grace produced 
nearly as many plays of his own before our college audiences. 

On October ~~, 1887, a Shakespearian society called the P. V. K., 
in honor of Father Patrick Vincent Kavanagh, then President, was 
organized by members of the two rhetoric classes. Its main object 
was the study and public rendition of Shakespearian plays, although, 
as a successor to the P. D. A., the society made ample provision for 
lighter exhibitions between times. The charter officers were: 

'Censor, Rev. L. A. Grace, C. M.; president, Lawrence o. Mur
ray; vice-president, John V. Gallagher; treasurer, Willianl P. Brad
ley; recording secretary, James E. Daly; corresponding secretary, 
James P. O'Brien; librarians, James M. Murphy, John V. Byrne; 
business committee, John J. Cannan, Edward D. Whitehead, Thomas 
J. Burke; scenic artist, John C. Brown. 

In the second termJ. V. Gallagher was president, Thomas F. 
Moran, vice-president; Matt J. Dwyer, treasurer; Robert B. Con
don, recording secretary; J. M. Murphy, corresponding secretary.. 
The rhetoric classes were large enough, as a rule, to enable the censor 
to select from them the cast for the numerous plays which the society 
produced during the ten or twelve years that it remained in existence. 

With the introduction of that milder policy in discipline, which 
allowed the actors to play before a "mixed assemblage," came an 
inevitable boom in dramatics. During all the time that Father Grace 
had been grinding out plays for his thespians he never had! any but 
a " stag party" before the footlights, or behind them, except in the 
solitary instance mentioned. "Faymales," even the most pious and 
retiring, such as our laundry girls, were excluded from our audi
ences by orders which brooked no interference. It was hard work, at 
times, to recruit a cast of actors from the study hall just to play to 
their own kind, but as soon as the gates were let down it was difficult 
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to select, say, a dozen characters from over one hundred applicants. 
Gradually the lines distinguishing the dramatic from the purely 
literary society were obliterated, new organizations sprang up, inde
pendent casts were selected for special purposes, until a distinctively 
dramatic association like the P. V. K.'s found itself purely super
numerary. 

J. J. V. T. C. C. 

The newest organization to enter the dramatic field, but only as 
a side issue, is the one whose alphabetical title when expanded is found 
to mean the "John Joseph Vincent Talley Crescent Club." It is 
named after the popular and lamented Prefect, who died here so 
suddenly March ~7, 1898, and whose short term as head of the boys' 
department impressed itself most favorably on the occupants of the 
study hall of that year. 

The existence of this six-lettered concern is to many an exponent 
of the radical departure which has been made in college discipline at 
Niagara within the past twelve years. The members as such haven't a 
book in their library, and no library for any books, except those 
" according to Hoyle." They have a piano, but no study desks; pens 
and pencils gave way to cues and" pointers"; reading tables to bil
liards, pool, and shuffle tables. The air within is redolent, not of 
honey from the hive of study, but of Chonchas, Perfectos, Puritanos, 
Clays (of both species), more or less genuine and soothing. 

Let us copy the orotund announcement printed in our latest cata
logue anent this society. "The senior students of the Collegiate 
Department are alone eligible to membership in this society. Its 
object is to promote the social intercourse of its members and furnish 
congenial recreation. Games, such as chess, billiards, and checkers, 
are allowed, and for those who have the requisite permission, moderate 
indulgence in the smoking habit is legitimatized. The Prefect of 
Discipline has direct supervision of the affairs of this organization." 

The chief end, then, of the club is the amusement of its members. 
Games such as are found in social gatherings throughout our various 
parishes are permitted to those who belong to the organization, while 
smoking may be indulged in by those who are of age or have the 
requisite permission from parents or guardians. It is this latter con
cession which may appear radical and questionable to some of our 
" old timers," whether professors or students, leading them to doubt, 
if not condemn, the wisdom of this new departure. But let us put 
our heads together and try to reason it out. 

Most of us can recall how Prefects worried themselves into insom
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rna because the use of tobacco, though prohibited, could not be 
eliminated by any process then or since known to the guardians of 
the study hall. It will not shock propriety or the unities of com
position if we digress here a bit to study one phase of " cussedness" 
common to boys whether they be" day-dodgers" living in the bosom 
of Abraham at home, or quartered at an institution like our own. 
Stealing a smoke was one of the most hazardous, and yet one of the 
most frequent, experiences that the average study hall boy of " auld 
lang syne" can now recall. During our sojourn at Niagara some of 
us have seen three presidents and about twenty prefects banded 
together (as brethren dwelling in unity ought to be) for the main
tenance of college discipline, and have known them to triumph in 
every instance except that of suppressing the use of tobacco. Every 
student under Father" P. V.," whether as Prefect or President, will 
remember how intolerant he was of any violation of the rule which 
excluded the seductive weed from the inmates of the study hall. And. 
yet what student of those days can forget how" twinkling stars" 
would shine out here and there through the apertures of those long, 
white "boat houses" bordering the college lake as soon as 
supper or night prayers were over and the "dusky shades of even" 
served as a protection to the lad who was bold enough to " light up " ? 

Sometimes the "houses were raided," and culprits were haled 
before the dreaded Faculty, but the temptation to steal a smoke 
seemed to increase with the danger attending the practice. Even 
when pennission to go to town was denied to the boys, and a· 
"tobacco famine" threatened the entire colony from consequent lack 
of supplies, boyish ingenuity would plan something hazardous and 
succeed in forcing the blockade. A surreptitious feast was sure to 
follow; the" boat houses" would again be haunted by "fireflies"; 
"Mahoney's Hall," under " Brigham's" tailor shop, would be fumi
gated (and it needed it); "Cheeser's Alley" would be redolent of 
"Durham"; the play hall would have a suspicious odor of burnt 
paper; the thumbs and forefingers of those in the writing class would 
be yellowed (but not with age), and so, although the Prefect's 
"Black Litany" grew larger than the Litany of the Saints, the 
"pernicious habit" was not suppressed. 

It is manifest by this time to our readers that a further detail 
of societies having much the same aim as those preceding will prove 
a wearisome repetition. Most of those omitted in our enumeration 
were only short-lived, although while they lasted they proved very 
serviceable to those for whose benefit they were primarily instituted. 
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Large as our book is, our space is limited, and many subjects of gen
eral interest remain to be treated before we can say Amen to our 
work. 

N. C. A. 

One organization which has existed for nearly forty years at 
Niagara, and which has furnished most abundant entertainment in 
that time, is the Niagara Cecilian Association, founded November 
~4, 1867. This date, however, does not mark the time when brass 
band and orchestra were first introduced among our students, for a 
musical association had existed here almost from the beginning. In
deed, on the date just given, it was only the assumption of a new 
title, that of " The Niagara Cecilian Association," and not really the 
founding of a new society which took place. To quote from the 
house records: "This evening Rev. J. Anen formally resigned his 
office as president of the Musical Association. Rev. J. Landry was 
duly chosen to replace him. Rev. J. Brennan was elected vice
president; and Mr. Daly, secretary. The band, by motion of J. V. 
Brennan, assumed the title of ' The Niagara Cecilian Association.' " 

Band and orchestra figure in the programme for the famous 
Saint Patrick's Day Celebration of 1867, when the great Professor 
Kypta was musical director. The records for November, 1866, tell 
us that on the evening of All Saints' Day there was a "shindig" 
after supper in the refectory, when the seminary orchestra, under 
Prof. Kypta, gave its first public entertainment. 

That our younger generations may know what love our boys of 
the olden time had for music, and what opportunities they possessed 
for excelling in that bewitching art, we quote from the obituary 
notice on Prof. Kypta, published in the Index, April 1, 1899: 

"His old, well-remembered, well-filled, black-covered band-books 
were sacredly and jealously preserved for years after his departure, 
and the music rendered by the 'Jobbers' Band '-the title that 
Mr. Kypta's former pupils bestowed upon themselves - oft awoke 
the old-time echoes, and was a frequent and welcome feature of 
entertainments at the college. Among the selections that ever found 
favor and demand, wheresoever or whensoever rendered, there may be 
mentioned, in passing, the' Humming Bird Quickstep, or, Old '84,' 
as it was called, the' Lucia Polka,' 'Cataract Mazourka,' 'Corona
tion March,' 'At the Foot of Vesuvius,' 'Grand Duchess,' 'Goat 
Island,' 'Picnic March,' and one especially loved by all the students, 
viz., 'Father Rice's Birthday March,' which, when played on that 
recorded anniversary before the official dtoor of the revered Presi
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dent's room - still in the same old place, and played, too, before 
the tintinnabulations of the morning call for classes had time to get 
in their melodious (?) reverberations, always meant the end of that 
day's studies before they began. 

" Could one of those glossy old band-books be found, its every 
page would note the achievements of Mr. Kypta and every strain 
,vould speak an eulogium more forcibly than cold,-typed imprint of 
sympathy and reverence, sincere and heartfelt withal. His orches
tral ventures were no less successful and enduring than the per
formance of his band. It will be remembered with what enthusiasm 
the celebrated' Anvil Chorus '- then in the hey-day of its popularity 
and novelty - with its blacksmithian retinue, was received, while the 
unique and uproarious 'Railroad Quickstep,' with its grand finale
the tumultuous smash-up, and the fiery aux Enfers were repre
sentative specimens of Mr. Kypta's talent and powers of the descrip
tive. His orchestrations of selections from well-known operas such 
as 'Martha,' , Faust,' 'The Caliph of Bagdad,' the 'Bohemian Girl,' 
, Norma,' , Robert Le Diable,' and many others, give evidence of the 
far-reaching scope of the harmonies of thought in 'that soul of 
music fled.' The musical burletta of ' The Rival Bands '- his own 
extravaganza - may here be mentioned as one of the particular ex
hibitions of his love for exciting, amusing, and unexpected situations, 
that never failed to draw the house; nor was any entertainment com
plete that did not bring Mr. Kypta himself out conspicuously in 
encored violin-varieties." 

In our earliest catalogue extant, that of 1868-1869, we find this 
announcement: 

"This association was organized with the approbation of the 
President. Its two-fold aim is, firstly, to acquire a thorough knowl
edge of music; secondly, to grace and enliven by its performances 
every public exhibition connected with the institution. 

BRASS BAND - President, Rev. J. T. Landry, C. M.; first cornets, 
Thomas H. Hughes, James J. Ryan; first soprano, James J. Durkin; 
Joseph O'Niell; second soprano, William Brown; third soprano, 
M. E. Newman; first alto, Rev. J. T. Landry, Matthew A. Taylor; 
second alto, Michael Tiernan; third alto, James Lee; first tenor, 
Augustus Hennessey; second tenor, William Murphy; baritone, 
F. B. Hannigan; first bass, George Dunbar, Ed. J. Wall; second 
bass, Michael Malone; tenor drum, John J. Hanlon; bass drum, 
T. Smith; cymbals, Thomas Ryan.. 

ORCHESTRA - First violin, James J. Ryan, F. B. Hannigan; 
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second violin, M. Taylor, James -Lee, Thomas Moran; third violin, 
William Brown, Thomas Ryan, M. Tiernan; double bass, Ed. J. 
Wall; flute, Rev. J. T. Landry, William Murphy; first cornet, 
Thomas Hughes; second cornet, James J. Durkin; third cornet, 
J. O'Neill; trombone, Michael Malone; director, Prof. A. Kypta. 

The following year C. J. Eckles, now Father Eckles of our Fac
ulty, played first cornet in the band, and second cornet in the orches
tra. In 1870, Richard Walters, now Father Walters of our Faculty, 
was first soprano in the band and second cornet in the orchestra. 
Later on, Father Walters became leader of band and orchestra. 

The N. C. A. of to-day is made up of the following musicians, 
witp J. Ernst Rieger, Mus. Doc., as their director: 

BAND - First E flat cornets, Prof. J. Ernst Rieger, Harry 
Keegan; first B flat cornets, William O'Brien, Ernst Rieger, George 
Kelly, Leo O'Gorman, George Verrill; second B flat cornets, Frank 
Rehil, Joseph Ventri; B flat contraltos, Frank Murray, Alex. Gabriels, 
John Condon; solo E flat alto, Clarence Conway; second E flat alto, 
Luke Gallagher; baritone, William Quinlan, Herbert Altenberg; 
B flat tenor, Eugene Regan, Thomas McCarthy; first B flat bass, 
Matthew Quinn; E flat bass, Thomas Corcoran; slide trombone, 
Henry Grady; double B flat bass, John McCreary; bas's drum, Ber
nard Sullivan; snare drum, John Martin; cymbals, Edward Stanton. 

ORCHESTRA - First violins, Ernst Rieger, John Martin, Herbert 
Altenberg, George Verrill, John Murphy; second violins, William 
Kelleher, James McDermott; mandolin, George Kelly; viola, Leo 
O'Gorman; bass viol, Louis Sheehan; flute, Rev. Mr. Flynn ;clar
ionette, Prof. J. Ernst Rieger; first cornet, Francis Dehlinger; 
second cornet, William O'Brien; trombone, William Quinlan; drums, 
triangle, and traps, Thomas Keenan; piano, Harry Keegan. 

The Niagara Harmonists, organized in 1860, whose object was 
" to enliven the social gatherings of the students with choice selections 
of vocal music, and promote in the Seminary a taste for music of the 
higher standard," really date from the beginning of our institution. 
We learn in a "Student's Recollections" that" Connolly, Chase, 
Tally, and Dunn formed a glee club, and used to render that pathetic 
song, ' The Three Black Crows,' with wondrous feeling and effect." 
The first society formed at the old Seminary for the entertainment of 
the students was a glee club. It bore a title, which has ever since been 
an honored one here, " The Niagara Harmonists." In the catalogue 
for 1868-1869 the members given are: F. B. Hannigan, soprano 
and director; Wm. K. Brown, alto; F. DeSales O'Connor, first 
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second tenor; John P. McIncrow, sec
Kindred societies, such as the Palestrina and the Niagara 

Musical Associations with the Philharmonic Glee Club, appeared later 
on, all having for their general object the purpose maintained so 
long by the Harmonists. 

The latest organizations for the promotion of singing are those of 
the Junior Glee Club, formed early in the first session of this year, 
and the Seminarians' Glee Club, established only a few months ago. 
The members of the forme!' society were a most pleasant surprise to 
the household when they made their first appearance on our local 
stage. Their songs, the quality of their voices, and their evolutions 
in a novel species of drill, won them instant favor, which has abided 
through all their subsequent performances. Besides rendering vocal 
music, they have among themselves an orchestra, which embraces some 
of the best musicians in the lower house. Their officers and members 
are: 

GLEE CLUB - Censor, Rev. J. J. Maher, C. M.; honorary censor, 
Rev. J. J. Corcoran, C. M.; president, William P. Fitzgerald; vice
president, William D. O'Brien; recording secretary, William B. 
Quinlan; treasurer, Michael O'Neil; property man, Leo O'Gorman; 
assistant property man, Ernst J. Rieger, Jr.; business committee, 
Bernard Sullivan, Edward Stanton; first tenors, Michael O'Neil, 
Thomas Phelan, Leo Liddane, Edward Stanton; second tenors, Ber
nard Sullivan, William A. O'Rourke, Emil Fix, John Martin; first 
bass, William D. O'Brien, Louis Sheehan, William B. Quinlan, Cyrol 
Emory; second bass, Thomas Corcoran, George Kelly, Herbert 
Altenberg; mandolinists, Leo O'Gorman, William D. O'Brien, George 
Kelly; violinists, H. Altenberg, J. Martin, J. E. Rieger, Jr.; pian
ists, William B. Quinlan, Harry Keegan, Louis Sheehan; recitation
ist and reader, Leo B. Liddane, William A. O'Rourke. 

ORCHESTRA - Director, Rev. J. J. Corcoran, C. M.; William D. 
O'Brien, first cornet; William B. Quinlan, trombone; John Martin, 
first violin; E. J. Rieger, first violin; H. Altenberg, second violin; 
G. Kelly, mandolin; Leo O'Gorman, viola; Louis Sheehan, bass 
violin; H. Keegan, pianist. 

The Seminarians' Glee Club, attention to which has already been 
called in our notice on Father Walsh of the present Faculty, is the 
successor of the" Niagara Harmonists," for it is as a senior organ
ization that these sweet singers appear for the last time in our cata
logue. 
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Censor, Rev. E. J. Walsh, C. M.; 
H. J. Gerlach; vice-president, Mr. S. A. Greeley;
 
treasurer, Mr. F. D. Dehlinger; pianist, Mr. M. L. Nelis; first tenor,
 
Messrs. J. J. McGrath, T. B. Brady, H. J. Gerlach, William Rooney;
 
second tenor, Rev. E. J. Walsh, C. M.; Messrs. T. H. Harrigan,
 
W. P. Cunningham, F. Coughlan, F. J. Hunt, G. V. Callahan, E. T. 
Reilly, E. B. McNally, C. Kimmons; first bass, Messrs. T. P. Burns, 
J. J. Keane, J. W. Peel, M. J. Tobin, J. J. Cashman; second bass, 
Messrs. S. A. Greeley, F. D. Dehlinger, L. B. Martin, M. L. 
Nelis. 

ATHLETICS 

To the funny man who writes jokes for a living, college sports 
are a sort of a windfall, since they help him to earn his wages 
when other subjects fail. And often, too, the" college sport" 
has given ample justification for the witticisms launched against him 
as one who appears under false pretenses, abiding at an institution 
of learning, but scorning books for more agreeable pastimes. No 
college deserving the name will put brawn ahead of. brain, or foster 
book learning to the disregard of physical development. Educators 
are not as mossbacked as they are painted by the funny man, neither 
are students, as a class, as foolish in wasting their study time as 
the witty paragrapher makes them out to be. 

Niagara, like all other colleges, feeling that the taxed brain 
must be rested, that the physical man must be developed unless her 
students are to shrivel into intellectual coffins, has always provided 
them with abundant amusements, more or less athletic, throughout 
the scholastic year. Nor has this been as easy as might at first 
sight appear, since different classes of students had to be considered 
in arranging the different series of amusements. We have had 
fellows whose strength of body reminded one of draught horses, 
and fellows whose physical weakness caused them to cough between 
commas while reciting an Ave Maria. Each of these classes 
had to have its suitable recreation, with ample provision for 
that middle class whose members may be strong enough, but 
who are not hazardous enough, to indulge in brisk encounter. 
Football, baseball, handball, lacrosse, lawn tennis, croquet, basket 
ball, bowling, quoits, "shinny," hockey, have been popular among 
our students more or less since the foundation of our institution. 
Billiards, chess, pool, parlor whist, and corner grocery checkers 
have always had their devotees among such of our students as are 
inclined to quiet amusements of an intellectual nature. 
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Athletics~ however, in the sterner sense~ as the art of training the 
physical man~ seems to spurn all but vigorous efforts such as are made 
on the "gridiron~" the "diamond~" the track~ or among the equip
ments of a gymnasium. Depletion of surplus flesh~ hardening of 
muscles~ suppleness of body~ clearness of eye~ cool and quick discern
ment~ are among the results which experienced athletes assure us 
will certainly follow a systematic course of training in this school 
of physical culture. Such a school Niagara has possessed quite 
from the first days of her existence, although the furnishings may 
not have been of rosewood or mahogany. As a preliminary~ how
ever~ to healthy development she has a monopoly of the finest climate 
in the Empire State. Possessing an elevation of 650 feet above sea 
level~ her air is clear and vigorous without any of that humid ad
mixture which exhausts in warm weather while it breeds catarrhal 
conditions in the winter months. 

Strangers erroneously suppose that our proximity to the Cataract 
causes a dampness in our locality~ but the truth is that we are not so 
proximate~ for the Cataract is four miles above us on the Niagara 
River. Our situation on the banks of the headlong stream 
just mentioned is a peculiar advantage and protection from 
undue humidity~ because the gorge~ from its great depth 
and narrowness~ serves as a funnel~ sucking fogs and, not 
infrequently ~ threatening rain storms outward to Lake Ontario. 
The hygienic conditions~ therefore~ surrounding us render indulgence 
in athletic sports unusually pleasant for the participants as well as 
for those who assemble as spectators. The winter months especially 
are characterized by that bracing quality of air which makes out
door sports most health-giving~ so that it is no wonder if football~ for 
instance~ has its eager followers as soon as the first sign of Niagara 
crispness is noticed in our atmosphere. 

The Athletic Society~ as it exists to-day~ has been brought to a 
high state of efficiency mainly through the efforts of Father Maher. 
Its several departments~ baseball~ football~ hockey~ made most grati
fying records during the scholastic year just finished. The erection 
of our gymnasium, so near completion that its doors will be thrown 
open next September~ when our autumn term begins, acted as a 
stimulus to those athletically engaged~ as if they wished to show that 
they appreciated the efforts of the Faculty.to provide our students 
with the best building of its kind in the State of New York. 

Twenty-three games were played by our Representative Baseball 
Club~ more than half of them away from home~ during a two-weeks' 
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trip through extensive territory. Fourteen victories were won by 
the players whose names and averages are here recorded. One of 
the clubs defeated was that of Rochester, Eastern League: 

Players Games Played Batting Ave. 
Donnelly, 23 3110 

Keenan, R., 23 256 
McCarthy, 23 255 
D'l\'Yer, 23 2610 

O'Rourke, 17 196 
Moran, 18 269 
Farrell, 22 2810 

Keenan. To, 7 315 
Yates, 10 147 
Doyle, 23 176 
Shea, 14 192 
Walsh, 3 125 

PITCHERS' RECORD 
Won Lost 

Moran, 7 40 

Yates, 6 30 

Farrell•. 1 2 

Yet, proficient as our athletes of 1905-'06 have proved them
selves to be, they are far from underrating their student predecessors 
on the college campus. The files of long ago have been kept; cham
pion records on track, or gridiron, or diamond, have been handed 
down from one year to another, so that it would be folly for the 
present members to persuade themselves that athletic sports of a 
championship character began and ended with this scholastic year. 
The reverend censors having charge of our athletic association are 
too conversant with Niagara history not to realize and teach the 
members of each succeeding year that wholesome lesson in modesty 
contained in the well-known words: " Vixerunt fortes ante Agamem

. non." 
And as we have touched upon this point, which may be con

strued by some of our readers as a plea for the" glorious past," 
may we not likewise deprecate the practice, sometimes in vogue, of 
insinuating that nothing good "can come out of Nazareth" (since 
we left it). The alumnus who is always appealing to what conditions 
were in his time as an infallible rule for deciding what they ought 
to be at every other time, unconsciously, perhaps, but truly" throws 
cold water" on every attempt at improvement. As a rule, Niag
ara's alumni are too broad minded to believe that our conquests in 
the domain of athletic~, or any other domain, began and ended 
with their comparatively brief experience at our institution. Now 
and again, however, disparagement of the present, for the useless 
purpose of exalting the past, is indulged in by some laudator tem

"-.-.----. 
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!poris acti, who unwittingly joins the ranks of Brere Jasper's clients 

in their denial of the heliocentric theory'. 
That the world of sport has moved, and moved most rapidly here, 

as elsewhere, even within the past ten years, is evident from our ath
letic records in the domain, for instance, of football, baseball, basket 

! 

ball, and hockey. These games, with the exception of the third, and a 
change of name for the fourth from hockey to" shinny," were played 
at Niagara quite from the day that our institution was founded. And 
although baseball of forty years ago was crude in its points compared 
to the development of the game as it is played to-day by our repre
sentatives, athletic development was as pronounced then as it is now, if 
not more so. One of the earliest accounts that we can now secure, that 
of a game between the" Mohawks" and the" Excelsiors," thirty-five 
years ago, shows what interest was then taken by our students in 
the national sport: 

BASEBALL MATCH BETWEEN THE MOHAWKS AND EXCELSIORS 

"The members of the above named organizations entered into a 
agreement to play a series of match games of baseball to decide 
the question of superiority. The agreement states that the club 
which shall win three out of five match games shall be awarded the 
palm of excellence. On Wednesday, the fl6th inst. (April, 1871), the 
first game in the series was played, and resulted in a handsome victory 
for the Mohawk B. B. C. They outplayed their opponents at all 
points and deserved the success which they achieved. Of the 
members of the Excelsior nine Messrs. Burns, Lynch, McAuliffe, and 
O'Mahoney were particularly remarkable for careful playing, Burns 
especially making some brilliant displays. Of the Mohawk players, 
Messrs. Durkin, Mooney, Mallen, Antill, Devine, and Donnelly dis
tinguished themselves by their efficiency; Mallen by securing four 
difficult fly balls, and Mooney by leading his side in the score. Mr. 
James J. Ryan of the Niagara B. B. C. filled the position of umpire 
to the satisfaction of both parties. Messrs. Long and Bampfield 
acted as scorers. The following is the score: 
MOHAWKS 0 R EXCELSIORS o R 
Durkin, c. . 4, 3 Burns, 2 b . . 1 4, 
Mooney, c f . 
Mallen, If. 

2 
3 

[) 
8 

Carroll, p. . 
Gleason, 1 b. 

. 

. 
4, 
[) 

51 
1 

J. Reilly, rf. 
Devine, 3 b . 

4, 
2 

3 
4, 

Hart, If ... 
O'Mahoney, 3 b 

3 
3 

8 
1 

Haffen, s s . 3 2 Hagerty, c f . 4, 1 
Antill, p . . 
Hanlon, 1 b . 
Donnelly, 2 b 

3 
3 
3 

8 
8 
1 

Lynch, s s . 
Growney, r f 
McAuliffe, c . 

2 
51 
3 

51 
1 
1 

27 27 -27 16 

I

I
I 
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The phraseology is simple and dignified compared to the baseball 
lingo of the present, when even a "well-read Englishman" needs 
an intetpreter to decipher his own language. The man who made 
the most runs is lauded, while the one who made the most hits goes 
by without mention. Philosophers on baseball tell us that it is the 
hits which count, yet posterity has a way of remembering only the 
runs. The" sacrifice hit" does not appear in the diagram of those 
days; neither do "bases on balls," or some other technical points 
now indispensable to a tabulated score. The" Mohawk" who made 
five runs had no idea of sacrificing anything except, perhaps, the ball 
itself as he pounded it for four bases, or as many of them as he could 
encompass while the greater part of the opposing nine went" leather 
hunting" for the sphere somewhere near Lewiston. 

THE SACRIFICE HIT 

I've heard of libations from golden cups offer'd, 
Of bullocks and lambkins all hung on the spit, 

That some stony god might inhale the sweet odor, 
But where did I read of a sacrifice hit? 

The lines of poor Virgil are fragrant with incense, 
Each book has its altars, its victims, all fit 

For gods of the first class - but tell me, ye sages, 
What poet has served up a sacrifice hit? 

It's ruby red wine for the rosy-faced Bacchus, 
. It's nectar and honey for gods great and small, 

With laurel leaves, garlands, and all the et ceteras, 
But never a sacrifice hit I recall. 

Poor Tacitus even, with all his conundrums, 
Had fancy enough to insert a rare bit 

Of poesy in his many dry chapters, 
One thing he forgot - 'twas the sacrifice hit. 

I've read of Apollo and Venus, Minerva, 
Of Saturn and Jupiter, Juno, and Mars, 

Each sipping sweet nectar, while far, far below them, 
Poor mortals sent sacrifice smoke to the stars. 
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But never till now have I read how our " Danny,"
 
With" Roger" on third, would" fan wind" a bit,
 

Then" bang out the sphere" to the" short-center garden,"
 
And bring Roger" home" on a sacrifice hit.
 

Of course, our" old-timers" will admit that the science of base:
ball has advanced far beyond what it was in their day, but they 
will not admit that we of the present have more "fun" at a game 
than they used to have, nor would it be right for us to decide against 
them. That there was abundant spirit between rival teams, and 
that something very close to bad blood appeared at times, or would 
have appeared except for the prefects, can be gleaned from various 
accounts of games as given in the Index Niagarensis. 

The champion club, as late as June, 1871, was the" Niagaras," 
of which the paper just mentioned says: 

"The Niagara B. B. C. is in splendid order for the season. 
Captain Ryan has a nine who recognize no superiors outside of the 
professionals. When the games between the Excelsiors and Mo
hawks shall have been played the decision of the question of 1871's j
championship will be reached by a contest between either of the 

·i 
above mentioned clubs and the present champions." j 

"As a matter of interest," says the Index Niagarensis for June 
1, 1871, "we present the height and weight of each of the cham
pion nine." Believing that what was of interest in this respect to 
our students in 1871 will prove of interest to our students of the pres
ent, we copy the table as given: 

ft. in. Ibs.
 
Jas. J. Ryan, captain and pitcher, 5 11 153
 
James Collins, catcher, . 5 9 166
 
James Flaherty, 1b, 5 7 152
 
Thomas Hart, 2b, 5 8 140
 
Phil. J. Kenny, 3b, 5 9 145
 
John Long, ss, • 5 6 127
 
Thomas Cullen, If, 5 7 136
 
Matt. Taylor, ct, . . 5 9 169
 
Denny Sherlock, rt, . 5 7 193
 

" Jim Ryan is the tallest man in the club, Denny Sherlock is the 
heaviest. Denny is the only person now in the organization who was 
one of the charter members. His present flourishing condation gives 
promise of his ability to outlive any of his confreres." This hopeful i 
prophecy was not fulfilled, for Denny Sherlock was about the first j
to die, from an illness brought on, it was said, through having been 
struck in the side by a batted ball. 

1 
j 
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We admit that we have suddenly caught the baseball fever, and 
must see how the series ended between the Mohawks and the Excel
siors. The second game was played on June 3d, Father Ric~'s birth
day, when Niagara used to give itself up to festivity in honor of its 
Superior. The band was out to serenade Father Rice, and then 
kept out the greater part of the day, with no small share of the 
evening, enlivening the locality with music of a most choice and well 
rendered kind. The second game resulted in victory for the 
Excelsiors by a score of 38 to 34. The third game, played a few 
days. later, was won likewise by the Excelsiors, the score being 8!! to 
!!9. A fourth game was played, possibly because the Mohawk 
"fans," as we would call them now, felt that the narrow margin of 
four runs in the second encounter and three runs in the third would 
be gloriously overcome if their favorites had only one more show. 
The desired opportunity was granted, and proved most disastrous to 
the Mohawks, for they were beaten this time by twenty-four runs, 
the score standing 56 to 8!! ! 

It became the bounden duty of the champion Niagaras to curb 
the proud spirit of the Excelsiors, who stood in relation to the former 
as our Reserves stand to our Representatives. The Niagaras en
deavored to administer the proper castigation, but somehow the 
Excelsiors were so insubordinate that when the final game of the 
series was over the" champions" lay cold and stiff upon the field. 

. To be sure, the Niagaras trounced the Excelsiors in the opening 
game by the fat score of 54 to 39, but, having lost the rest of the 
series, they hauled down their pennant after it had floated on our 
breezes since the autumn of 1869. It was in this year that the 
lordly Mont Eagles were humbled in the dust of defeat by the 
plucky Niagaras, after having been the "only real thing" on the 
baseball diamond for several years. It is related that the Mont 
Eagles, when challenged by the Niagaras, said to the latter: "Go 
forth into the arena of real strife, procure a reputation for your 
motley gathering; present your credentials of victories to our 
committee, and then, if we have no other engagements on hand, we 
may condescend to toy with you awhile on our baseball preserves." 
The Niagaras went forth to the President's rooms on the first cor
ridor, and insisted as respectfully as possible, considering the slight 
which had been put on them by the "big fellows," that the Mont 
Eagles should be forced to accept the Niagaras' challenge under 
penalty of forfeiting the title of champions. Father Rice agreed 
with the new pennant hunters, and so it happened that the great 
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Mont Eagles were so badly plucked by their opponents that when 
the series was over the "Eagles" looked like a flock of Job's tur
keys, with all their fine feathers in the head-dress of the young 
Niagara Braves. 

The officers of the Mont Eagle organization in the spring of 
1870 (we have not been able to get an earlier list) were: 

J. F. Quinn, president; J. P. Dullard, vice-president; P. F. 
Keating, recording and corresponding secretary; T. Preston, treas
urer; J. F. Lee, captain. 

Our boys used to go out to play games in those days, as they 
go now, though, perhaps, not so far as our clubs have been accus
tomed to travel in the past few years. Once when they played the 
Niagaras of Buffalo, in that city, they were so badly trounced by the 
forerunners of the Bisons that no mention of the score was made 
until long after the baseball season had merged into that of gridiron 
sport. Not a few times, however, our players gave some of the 
Eastern League clubs plenty to do to win, while once before this year 
our Reps. defeated the Rochesters on our college grounds. 

Football has always been a favorite sport at Niagara. Before 
the present method was introduced of having a string of numbers, 
half-backs, quarter-backs, and broken-backs as parts of the game, 
our lads used to refresh themselves most heartily by matching 
themselves, for instance, against the Tuscarora braves from the 
Reservation. It was the event of the football season to get the 
dusky kickers on our campus, lined up against our collegians, and 
watch them speeding around our ten acre lot, "chasing a bag of 
wind." Their agility was often rewarded with victory under the old 
style of playing, but they could do little or nothing with our lads 
when the present mode was introduced, and so it happened that a 
picturesque element in our field sports gradually disappeared, until ·1 
now it is one of the rarest sights to find a Tuscarora buck presenting I 

~ 

himself to compete with our college athletes. 
Niagara boys of twenty-five years ago will recall the splendid 

lacrosse teams that were not afraid to invade Canada and bring 
back victory in their nets. If our athletes of the present will revive 
that game they may be certain of restoring a most exhilarating 
sport, which calls for all the requirements now exacted by the most 
popular college pastime. 

T~e Rosebud Croquet Club, popular about the time that Oscar 
Wilde was preaching his gospel of restheticism, afforded an aroma of 
exercise without the expense of exertion to its half dozen members. 

1 

I 
r 
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They wore rosebuds in their lapels, probably because they had no 
roses on their cheeks, but after our athletic Prefect of those days 
had coaxed these perfumed darlings, in a persuasive manner all 
his own, to take up the invigorating game of lacrosse, we hear no 
more of the other alleged game with its effeminate poses and affecta
tions. Half of the sextette, to show that they had muscle in reserve, 
adopted the exhilarating game of bean-bag, until the aforementioned 
Prefect sowed the beans, bag and all, in a plot of ground back of 
"Paddy's" shanty. The other half joined the Geoponics, but 
were soon discharged, because they insisted in carrying water in tea 
cups, instead of sprinkling pots, to the thirsty flowers in charge of 
that healthful organization. Historical justice, however, requires 
the statement that one of th~ "Rosebuds," won over by the Prefect 
after much vigorous persuasion, tried his alabaster fists at catching 
a baseball, found out that he could do it without an apron, grew fond 
of the exercise, and eventually developed into one of the best catchers 
seen on our diamond in those days. 

At last the printer has cried halt to our supply of copy for this 
Golden Jubilee volume. The Appendix, which we had been prepared 
to insert with its account of our local attractions, is superfluous, and 
must be omitted. We give thanks to God and to Our Lady of Angels 
that our task of recording the history of "Old Niagara" for the 

A .~ • 

~.~~i: :':- past fifty years has been brought to a successful issue. 

THE END. 

\.~.._ , - _ - ---'.." 
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"OLD NIAGARA" 

This is our home, our college home 
Though hard and strict she be, 

The home of many a noble soul, 
The shrine of purity. I 

We love her rocks and river 
Where'er we chance to be. 

Then hurrah for" Old Niagara" 
And her lovely scenery; 

Hurrah for" Old Niagara" 
And her lovely scenery. 

They tell us of her freezing clime, 
Her hard and rugged soil, 

Which hardly half repays the care 
Of springtime's weary toil. 

Yet happy are Niagara's boys, 
Where'er they chance to be. 

Then hurrah for" Old Niagara" 
And her lovely scenery; 

Hurrah for" Old Niagara" 
And her lovely scenery. 

Others may boast of a fairer clime, 
Which may be passing fair, 

With southern warmth and sunny clime 
And fresh and balmy air. 

But happy are Niagara's boys 
Their college home to see: 

Shout hurrah for" Old Niagara" t 
And her lovely scenery; I 

Hurrah for "Old Niagara" 
And her lovely scenery. 

! 
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