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T HE congregation. of the Mission, whose priests have con
ducted this institution since its beginning in 1856, was 
founded in France in 16~5 by the great Saint Vincent De 

Paul. His prime object in organizing this community was to system
atize and perpetuate the work of evangelizing the poor country . 'i
people who, unlike those of our day, were so often made the victims i 
of neglect until ignorance, want, and too often vice, rendered them 
wellnigh irreclaimable. Spasmodic efforts had, indeed, been made 
by the government to better their condition, but Saint Vincent per
ceived that little if any good was accomplished among these unfortu
nates, through lack of organization. 

Accordingly, he directed all his energies to the establishment of 
a spiritual family whose members would consider it their first duty 
to preach the gospel to the poor of the country parishes through
out the kingdom of France. In the course of time, as the numbers 
of his missionaries increased, his all-absorbing charity went out to 
the poor of other countries, until, before his death in 1860, he be
held his brethren of the Mission laboring in Italy, Ireland, Ger
many, Poland, Madagascar, China, and Japan. 

That the fruit of the seed thus sown in tears and sweat and blood 
might be preserved to all time, he instituted a co-ordinate work, 
the education of the clergy, opening seminaries for that purpose· 
in France and other parts of Europe. He was the first, or nearly 
the first, to give definite shape to this all-important movement of 
maintaining seminaries in compliance with the decrees of the Coun
cil of Trent, that· aspirants to the priesthood might be trained 
properly for their responsible calling. Hence, while the giving of 
missions to the poor country people was cited by Saint Vin
cent as the primary duty of himself and his brethren, he neverthe
less laid such stress on the conducting of seminaries for the train
ing of ecclesiastics that he may be said to have regarded this latter 
work as of equal importance with the first. 

His zeal for the cultivation of such virtues as are peculiar to the 
clerical state was manifested, also, by the institution and mainte
nance of conferences, as they were called, for the benefit of the sec
ular clergy, who assembled at regular intervals at the Mother House 
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of the Congregation in Paris to discuss matters relating to the in
struction and government of their people. 

As a supplementary aid to these efforts in behalf of God's 
afBicted ones he gathered about him, besides the lay brothers of his 
community, a band of heroic women who became nurses to the sick, 
teachers to the ignorant, mothers to the orphaned. With the sac
rificing spirit of their founder they leave all things to follow Jesus 

.Christ, serving Him in the school room, the foundling asylum, the 
hospital, the. pest house, on the field of battle, and wherever there 
is a chance to lighten the misery of their neighbor and save im
mortal souls. Catholic society idolizes these women; Protestant 
society respects them, and even the infidel, personified by the Turk, 
though cursing the name of Christian, bows reverently before the 
Sister of Charity, the daughter of Saint Vincent. 

It was not until about the year 1815 that the Priests of the Mis
sion came to the United States to labor. Bishop Dubourg of New 
Orleans, shortly after his consecration that year, induced a 
number of Saint Vincent's sons to come from Rome to aid him in 
evangelizing his extensive diocese. Of those who arrived in this 
country on that occasion some went to the assistance of Bishop 
Flaget in Kentucky, the others proceeding to the diocese of Bishop 
Dubourg. 

It was the intention of Bishop Flaget to establish the headquar
ters of the missionaries at Saint Genevieve, but as no great encour
agement seems to have been given to the proposition by the Cath
olics of that place, St. Louis was determined upon as a center for 
the newly-arrived colony of Vincentians. Here, too, it appears, the 
offers of the zealous Bishop failed to meet with that unanimous ac
ceptance which he had reason to expect. But while the question 
was still under debate a delegation of Catholics, representing thirty
five families living at the Barrens, Perry County, Mo., appeared I 
upon the scene and offered 640 acres of land as an inducement to 
the Fathers to come into their midst and build a seminary. The 
offer was accepted, and to this fact we owe the establish
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ment of " Saint Mary's of the Barrens," that grand old homestead I 
of the Vincentians in the United States. From this central house 
the sons of Vincent radiated throughout the South and West, more 
than covering the "Louisiana Purchase" in their missionary 
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travels. 
Besides the establishment of a college and a seminary at the 

Barrens, similar institutions were, in the course of time, opened at I 
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Cape Girardeau, Mo.; Los Angeles, Cal.; and New Orleans, La. 
The faculties chosen to conduct the seminary of Saint Charles 
Borromeo in Philadelphia and one established at Lafargeville, N. Y., 
in 1838, the forerunner of Fordham College, were selected from the 
priests of the· Mission. 

The worth of these men as missionaries and educators of the 
clergy in times when such work meant hardships of the most trying 
nature, is best evinced by the regard in which they were held by 
the Holy See. Of the early pioneers who came from the Eternal 
City to preach the gospel in our Western land Fathers Neckere, 
Rosatti, and Odin were elevated to the Episcopate, the first as 
Bishop of New Orleans in 1830, the second as Coadjutor of New 
Orleans, and later as first Bishop of Saint Louis in 1824, the third 
as archbishop of New Orleans in 1838. Of their successors in the 
missionary and teaching field, Father Amat was made Bishop of 
Monterey, CaL, Father Lynch was elevated to the See of Toronto, 
Canada, afterwards becoming its first Archbishop; Father Domenec 
became Bishop of Pittsburg; Father Timon of Buffalo, and on the 
latter's death Father Ryan was appointed his successor. 

In 1868, the headquarters of the Congregation of the Mission 
in the United States were transferred from the Barrens to German
town, Pa., only a small number of the community remaining at 
the former pll;l.Ce, sufficient to attend to the wants of the parish and 
the cultivation of two extensive farms. In 1888, what is now known 
as the Western Province was created - a step made necessary be
cause of the increased number of establishments under the care of 
the Vincentians, and the wide extent of territory to be covered by 
a single Visitor, as the General Superior of a Province is called. 

On the ~~shment of the Western Province the seminary at 
the Barren8'~:~ecil.methe Mother House for that territory, the 
old homestead taking on new life through the energy of that 
" grand old man," Father Smith, who had accepted the government .... 
of the new division, and who, only a few months ago, after fifty
five years of service as a Vincentian, fell asleep in the Lord. He had 
been Visitor of the entire community in the United States, with 
official residence at Germantown,·Pa., and upon his retirement from 
that post, Very Rev. James McGill was appointed by the Superior 
General, in Paris, France, to succeed him. 

The establishments in the Western Province under the control 
of the Vincentians, or administered by them through Episcopal ar
rangement, are, besides the Mother House just mentioned, Saint 
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Vincent's College, Cape Girardeau, Mo.; Saint Vincent's Church, 
Chicago; the Cathedral at Dallas, Texas; Saint Vincent's Church, 
Kansas City, Mo.; Saint Patrick's Church, LaSalle, Ill.; Saint 
Thomas' Villa, Long Beach, Miss.; Saint Vincent's College and 
Church, Los Angeles, Cal.; Saint Stephen's Church, Saint Joseph's 
Church, and a Diocesan Seminary in the city of New Orleans; Saint 
Vincent's Church and the Kenrick Seminary in St. Louis; the 
Church of Our Lady in Whittier, Cal. Missionary bands with head
quarters at most of the places mentioned are constantly in the field, 
giving missions, as did their predecessors in early times in the South 
and West. Number of priests employed in ministering to the above 
institutions, ninety-eight. 

The Eastern Province, in which our beloved Niagara is in
cluded, is governed by Rev. James McGill, who, as stated above, 
succeeded Father Smith on the latter's appointment as Visitor of 
the newly-elected province in the West. The establishments under 
Father McGill's control are, besides our own institution, the Mother 
House in Germantown, Pa., with its seminary, apostolic school, and 
parish; Saint Vincent's Church, also in Germantown; Immaculate 
Conception Church, Baltimore, Md.; Saint John's Diocesan Sem
inary, College, and parish in Brooklyn; Saint Joseph's Church, 
Emmitsburg, Md.; Saint Vincent's Missionary Home, Springfield, 
Mass. Three missionary bands are maintained, one at Germantown, 
another at Springfield, and the third at Niagara. 
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