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The 2007 National Environmental 

Scorecard 
 

By Lisa Messineo 

 

With over 4,000 of our soldiers killed in 

Iraq, fears of a recession, and 47 million 

Americans without health insurance, it is easy to 

forget about environmental concerns. Still, the 

degradation of our environment is continuing, and 

steps need to be taken to protect our land, water, 

and air.  

The League of Conservation Voters (LCV) 

is a nonpartisan advocacy group that works for the 

creation of sound environmental policies. Each 

year the LCV releases a National Environmental 

Scorecard, which scores Senate and House 

members on how environmentally-friendly their 

votes were on 15 specific pieces of legislation. 

In February, the 2007 Scorecard was 

published and it showed a significant improvement 

in pro-environment legislation under the 

Democratic leadership. Hillary Clinton scored the 

highest of the presidential candidates with a 73%, 

while Barack Obama scored a 67% and John 

McCain scored a 0%—yes, zero. The distinguished 

gentleman from Arizona was conveniently absent 

from voting for all 15 bills. 

Overall, representatives from New York 

scored in the 80-100% range. Charles Schumer, the 

senior Senator from New York, received an 

admirable 93%. The Democratic representatives 

from the Erie and Niagara counties also scored 

highly: Brian Higgins and Louise Slaughter each 

achieved scores of 95%. Sadly, Thomas Reynolds, 

the Republic representative from the 26
th
 district 

(also in Western New York), received only 5%. 

 

To look up other members of Congress, see the 

LCV’s website: http://www.lcv.org/scorecard/.  
 

Cheney Celebrates Earth Day By Breathing 

Oxygen 

WASHINGTON, DC—At a special Earth Day event 

Sunday, Vice President Dick Cheney inhaled his 

first-ever breath of oxygen. 

"I am…proud to stand before you today 

and…breathe in the same gas used by…millions of 

Americans," said a wheezing and gasping Cheney, 

whose body is accustomed to compounds of chlorine 

and sulfur dioxide. "One breath, however, is enough 

for me. I'm glad the stuff will be out of the 

atmosphere forever in a few decades." 

Cheney then left the press conference to attend a 

cardiac health awareness dinner, where he feasted on 

human hearts…..For more visit www.theonion.com 
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A Disgusting Milestone 
 

By Frank Strano 

 

Recently the Iraq War reached a ghastly milestone; On March 24
th
 a road side bomb exploded and 

killed four soldiers, increasing the U.S. death toll in Iraq to a total of 4,000.  This, in the five year span since 

the United States entered into this generation’s quagmire.  The Bush Administration clearly did not foresee 

this war turning in the negative direction that it has, yet they continue to support the war and refuse to 

accept responsibility for their procedural mistakes.  Instead, we will continue on down the trampled path in 

a conflict with little strategy for victory. 

America is presented with a staggering question; do they pull the troops out and risk complete 

upheaval, or at least further chaos then there already is, or do we stay and fight in an incredibly 

unpredictable and dangerous conflict – one we have not seen before? 

The 4,000
th
 death has changed virtually nothing and despite the emphasis on this number I hope to 

God that no one supportive of this war, nor any against it, will ever minimize our soldier’s deaths, or any 

deaths, to a number.  My intention was not to focus on a number, rather to focus on this awful battle in a 

country unknown to many, but that has become a headache to plenty. 

 

John McCain’s Serious Misconception of the  

American Public, as well as his blatant inability  

to smile without creeping us all out… 

"Well, again, I disagree with what the majority of the American people want." 

 John McCain, on Iraq, "60 Minutes," CBS, 3/9. 

 

http://hotlineblog.nationaljournal.com/archives/2008/03/quote_of_the_da_225.html 

 

 

http://hotlineblog.nationaljournal.com/archives/2008/03/quote_of_the_da_225.html


   The Young Democrat 

 

 

 Volume I  

Issue II 
April 25, 

2008 

 

 

 

Blogosphere 
 
What Is A Liberal? 

By Anonymous Blogger 

From PassNGas 

  

What is a liberal? Is a liberal someone who understands the plight of fellow man, woman and child? 

Okay, then, slam that.   

 

There is so much waste in so many areas that (and don't tell me that I have to prove it, just read the paper) 

I can't bear it anymore. My health is declining worrying about the state of this Bushwhack government. I 

cannot ingest nor retain all of the proof. George's tenure is strewn with failure and bull. 

 

I know it's hard to be president -- But, you pursued that, big man on campus, and, truthfully, you were so 

not ready. You're a small bully, nearly a Napoleon complex guy. Your dad didn't finish off the Middle 

East, so you would. You idiot.  

 

Your father was right; don't kill thousands upon thousands and leave legless, armless people...Get it done 

and get out. Where did he mess up? Well he didn't kill Saddam. You did and I congratulate you. But the 

rest of it is ridiculous. 

 

I used to worry about 58,000 and change Vietnam American dead. And I used to research the ACTUAL 

number, thinking: they're all important, every one! Now I worry about Iraq and your similar mistakes. Mr. 

President, you can't beat these insurgents, these factions. You're just in the way now. You had no clean-up 

plan and so now everything literally stinks over there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is why we call him Doc… 
 

―It is encouraging to see the unprecedented participation 

by young voters in this primary season.  I think this is 

attributable largely to the democratic candidates, who have 

been effective in mobilizing underrepresented populations 

into the election process.‖ 

 

 

~Dr. David Reilly~ 
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A New Beginning 

By Iasha K. Stone 

March 17, 2008 was a groundbreaking day in New York State history. Lieutenant Governor 

David A. Paterson became New York’s 55
th
 Governor. Governor Paterson is unique because he is the first 

legally blind, African American person to take the oath of office as Governor of New York State. He was 

appointed to this position as a result of the former Governor, Elliot Spitzer’s ―fall from grace,‖ after a 

scandal that ended his political career. Prior to 

former Governor Spitzer’s resignation from 

office, the executive branch, and the New York 

State Legislature was beginning the most intense 

and busiest slate of the session;  passing the New 

York State budget. 

Governor Paterson inherited this daunting 

responsibility and was entrusted with making sure 

New York State has a timely budget this year. 

At the end of March, Governor Paterson was in Rochester, New York accepting signatures from 

more than 1,000 New Yorkers endorsing the $1 billion Upstate Revitalization Fund.  Unfortunately 

western New York did not receive the entire $1 billion, rather $700 million. 

Governor Paterson may be the light at the end of the tunnel when it comes to the challenges that 

New York State will face in the near future.  Since Paterson is welcomed by both political parties in the 

Assembly and the Senate this could possibly be one of the most productive terms served by a New York 

State Governor in recent history.  
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One World One Dream  

By Shawn Davis 

We, as Americans, enjoy a life of freedom; 

freedom to surf the web as we choose, to read 

whichever book we desire (for the most part 

anyway – that damn Patriot Act), and to write what 

we feel at the moment we touch the pen to the paper.  We take these things for granted.  

Imagine not having these luxuries and instead living a life that Ray Bradbury only wrote about in 

Farenheit 451, and imagine being persecuted for practicing the very things that bring us together, 

not only as a nation, but a community.  

 

Tibet faces many struggles as a result of China’s continued oppression and this unfounded 

control represents an ongoing violation of international law and of the fundamental rights of the 

Tibetan people. They deserve to enjoy their own personal freedoms, like we do.  They deserve a 

chance to gain their lives to live, and to break away from a society that controls their every 

move.  

 

A former Chief of Military Intelligence 

describes the situation in Tibet for what it is; 

unspeakable: 

 
"I decided to desert when I was ordered to raid two 
monasteries and force several hundred monks onto 

trucks…They were to be killed and their bodies 

dumped deep inside the jungle. I refused to 

participate in this." 

 

Many people of the western world are 

privileged to live in a country where we can 

worship God in any form we choose, attend the schools of our choice, and learn curriculum that 

broadens our intellect, not hinders it.  Imagine being forced from comfort and thrown into trucks 

to start a journey of inevitable death.  You cannot imagine it because we do not live it.  Tibetans 

do, so never forget what they and many others in this world lack; freedom! 
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Congresswoman Louise Slaughter 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBER OF THE 

UNITED STATES 

 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

 SINCE 1987 

 
 1

ST
 FEMALE CHAIR OF THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON RULES  

 

 EXPERT ON HEALTH AND WOMENôS ISSUES 

 

 1
ST

 MEMBER OF CONGRESS TO SECURE FUNDING FOR 

BREAST CANCER RESEARCH 

 

MAY 2
nd

 @ 3:15 PM 

ST. VINCENTôS HALL, ROOM 407 
FOOD WILL BE SERVED 

 

For more information please contact Jeffrey Sheridan at jeffreysheridan@hotmail.com 

 

 

mailto:jeffreysheridan@hotmail.com
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There has already been one Ray Bradbury reference in this newsletter, why not another one?  Someone 

tell me when the last time two Ray Bradbury references were made in one newsletter... 

 

A past and a future...... 

  

By Jeffery Sheridan  

 

Does anyone else miss the days when the biggest scandal from The White House was a sex scandal? 

 

The Oval Office is a place that deserves and requires much respect, but a sex scandal is nothing compared 

to the blatant lies and mistakes that circulate from there now. President Bush reminds me of Captain 

Beatty from Fahrenheit 451 and his administration composes the fire squad. They want to burn our books.  

They want to instill fear in us and make sure that we scare ourselves into supporting them.  Thoughts of 

our own are not an option, especially opposing thoughts. 

 

I have never stood up and admired Karl Rove, during his White House days or after, so when he comes on 

television telling me to be scared it is laughable. 

 

From the looks of the President's approval ratings not many others seem to 

admire the fear mongering either 

 

November cannot come soon enough. 

 

The next guy or girl headed for The Oval needs to build from a past when the only thing was not 'fear' and 

create a future in which we can think again without paranoia of the FBI showing up at our doorstep or 

wiretaps monitoring our phone calls. 
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Want to join the club? Or Write for the next newsletter? 

Email us at niagarayoungdemocrat@gmail.com 

 
Who Said Reagan Was Out of Touch ? 

 

Below is a “supposed” excerpt from President Reagan’s diaries.  This entry has been debated by several 

fact-checkers and historians.  There is no certain truth to the entry, yet there is no certain falsity to it 

either.  Without further ado, here it is… 

 

"A moment I've been dreading. George brought his n'er-do-well 

son around this morning and asked me to find the kid a job. Not 

the political one who lives in Florida; the one who hangs around 

here all the time looking shiftless. This so-called kid is already 

almost 40 and has never had a real job. Maybe I'll call Kinsley 

over at The New Republic and see if they'll hire him as a 

contributing editor or something. That looks like easy work." 

  

From the REAGAN DIARIES------entry dated May 17, 1986. 

 

                                                                 

                                                            NO WORK FOR THE HARD WORKING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             





List of remaining primaries:  

 

May 3: Guam 

May 6: Indiana, North Carolina 

May 13: West Virginia 

May 20: Kentucky, Oregon 

June 3: Montana, South Dakota 

June 7: Puerto Rico 

 

Reported By: By Lisa Messineo 


 


